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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


DAILIES COVER WARSAW PACT POLITICAL COMMITTEE MEETING 


Golebiowski for 'RZECZPOSPOLITA' 


Warsaw RZECZPOSPOLITA in Polish 4 Jan 83 p 7 


/Article by Jerzy Golebiowski, RZECZPOSPOLITA's correspondent in 
Czechoslovakia: "Peaceful Policy of Socialist Countries"/ 


/Text/ The Political Consultative Committee /DKP/ conference of Warsaw Pact 
member countries is of considerable interest to both Czech and worldwide 
public opinion. It is a subject of many comments in the local media. 


These comments point out that for Czechoslovakia the DKP conference will have 
special significance because here, in Prague, in January 1956 the first 
conference in history of the main body of the Warsaw Pact took place. 


The media often refer to the declaration that was adopted at that time. The 
declaration univocally defined the peaceful policy and the role of the Warsaw 


Pact. 


It is also noteworthy that at that time, 27 years ago and 20 years before the 
Helsinki conference, at the historic first Warsaw Pact DKP conference in 
Prague the document containing constructive proposals of solutions to the 
problem of security in Europe was adopted. 


Every successive summit meeting of socialist countries brought to the inter- 
national politics new valuable ideas of solutions for the most important 
problems facing the world: a halt to the arms race, relaxing of international 
tension, and ending the policy of confrontation conducted by the NATO 


militaristic circles. 


The January DKP conference is taking place during a period of intense 
confrontational policy of the North Atlantic Pact and especially the United 
States. Western militaristic circles threaten peace by putting forward the 
thesis of so called limited nuclear warfare. There is an atmosphere of 
political and economical confrontation with socialist countries. 


On the other hand, the summit meeting of socialist countries takes place at 
the time of the growing worldwide peace movement and an increase in the 
people's demands to ward off and eliminate the threat of nuclear catastrophe. 





Thus, we expect that the current Prague meeting of heads of states from Warsaw 
Pact member countries will again confirm peaceful and defense-oriented 
character of this organization, and that it will result in new important 
initiatives leading to relaxation of international tension. There is no doubt 
that the Soviet Union's new proposals concerning arms limitations, that were 
recently announced, will be a subject of the talks. 


Press comments show that socialist countries always were, and continue to be, 
ready to conduct businesslike and constructive dialogue serving the cause of 
preserving and consolidating peace, disarmament, and world security. 


Latoszek for'ZYCIE WARZAWY' 


Warsaw ZYCIE WARSZAWY in Polish 4 Jan 83 pp 1, 4 


/Article by Janusz Latoszek, ZYCIE WARSZAWY permanent correspondent: "For 
the Third Time in Prague''/ 


/Text/ For the third time Prague has become the site of the summit conference 
of the Warsaw Pact. Also in January, 2/7 years ago, an inaugural DKP meeting 
took place in Prague. 


Current comments of Czechoslovak press, radio, and television refer to 
significant events that took place since that time on the European continent 
and in the world. The role of the Warsaw Pact in defending peace and in 
serving the cause of detente during the last 28 years is noted. Monday press 
publications recount numerous initiatives of the Warsaw Pact member countries 
aimed at halting the arms race and building international trust and under- 
standing. It is emphasized that the desire to overcome the division of Europe 
and insure all-European cooperation in all aspects of life is a common feature 


of the initiatives. 


The Czechoslovak media warmly greet participants of the DKP conference in 
Prague and point to the present interest in the conference that takes place 
during the political situation that is very dangerous to the world peace. 
This is the period of escalating international tension fed by Western 
militaristic circles and especially by the current U.S. administration. 


Recent proposals contained in the December statement of Yuriy Andropov, 
secretary general of the CPSU Central Committee, and in his interview with 

the American press, are expected to become the main subjects of the conference 
since they again open the path to the development of international understanding 


and mutual trust. 


Czechoslovak commentators expect that during the DKP meeting in Prague the 
most important economic problems of the countries belonging to the socialist 
community and problems concerning East-West trade will be discussed in the 
context of a recent increase in economic sanctions against CEMA countries. 











Addituzonal Latoszek Report 


/ 


Warsaw ZYCIE WARSZAWY in Polish 5 Jan 83 ppl, 4 
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/Article by Janusz Latoszek, ZYCIE WARSZAWY permanent correspondent: 
Prague Inauguration''/ 


/Text/ 4 January. The first meeting of the member states of Warsaw Pact 

DKP took place this morning and lasted almost 3 hours. Gustav Husak, secretary 
general of the CPCZ Central Committee and the president of the republic, 

opened the meeting. Wojciech Jaruzelski, first secretary of the PZPR Central 
Committee and prime minister chaired the meeting. The DKP conference takes 
place in the Prague Castle's New Gallery which is decorated with state [flags 

of Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, GDR, Poland, Romania, Hungary, and Soviet 

Union. The opening of the inaugural meeting was witnessed by journalists and 
photoreporters-—-representatives of press agencies, journals, radio, and 
television. The Prague conference is being witnessed by over 120 foreign 


journalists. 


Just as during the welcoming ceremony at the Prague airport, here, in the 
meeting hall, the greatest interest of journalists and photoreporters was 
directed toward the Soviet delegation headed by Yuriy Andropov, secretary 
general of the CPSU Central Committee. This is Andropov's first foreign visit 


since he took the post. 


This fact and the subject of the Prague conference, significant for preservation 
of world peace and international security, gives the 18th DKP conference special 
importance. Here, in Prague, the situation that developed in the international 
arena during the last DKP meeting in Warsaw in May 1980 is assessed and the 
common operational platform of the states belonging to the socialist community 
is developed. The conference is concerned with the danger of the increasing 
escalation of aggressive moves of the West, and especially the U.S. plans to 
place new types of medium-range atomic weapons on the territory of the five 
NATO countries already this year and the negative attitude expressed by the 
United States toward recent Soviet disarmament proposals. 


Thus, signing of final documents in Prague is awaited with special interest. 
It is noted that the documents will be of great international importance, 
especially since the dates for renewal of talks in Geneva and Vienna, and the 


next round in Madrid are very close. 


Everybody in Prague agrees that the current DKP meeting will further cement 
the ranks of the allied states and will have an important impact on repeated 
efforts of socialist countries on behalf of the preservation of the world 
peace and development of international trust. 


Rolinski for 'TRYBUNA LUDU' 
Warsaw TRYBUNA LUDU in Polish 6 Jan 83 pp l, 7 


/article by Bogdan Rolinski, TRYBUNA LUDU correspondent in Prague: 
"Courageous Foresight"'/ 











/Text/ Warsaw Pact countries, including Polanc, gave together a single answer 
to the U.S. policy of confrontation. It is the answer of peace for Furope and 
the world, and the answer of dignity having its source in the strength, unity, 
and class responsibility of socialist states for the security of their nations 
and countries and for the implementation of the lofty idea of peaceful inter- 


national cooperation. 


When in Prague Castle on 5 January 1983 at noon the conference of the member 
states of the Warsaw Pact DKP came to an end and the political "Declaration" 
was unanimously accepted, everybody present there realized that a very 
significant document is appearing in a world faced with such a difficult 


international situation. 


Many people on our planet realize that our world is full of international 
problems, such as the tension, armaments, and threats including the threat 
of nuclear holocaust. What will bring them the voice of the socialist part 


of tie world that resounded from Prague? 


Despite confrontational aspirations of the U.S. and the NATO countries’ 
imperialism, the socialist world proposes a specific, peaceful way of solving 
problems. Both Prague documents: the "Communique", announced today, and the 
"Declaration", which will be published later, should be studied carefully. 
They constitute an important testimony of current international relationships. 
However, the first place in the report from Prague Castle should be given to 
the chapter containing the new peace proposal of the socialist countries. 

They propose that a pact be concluded regarding mutual nonapplication of armed 
forces and maintaining peaceful relationships between Warsaw Pact member 
states and NATO member states. The proposal affords an opportunity for all 
countries not members of both blocks to join the pact. 


The negotiation and acceptance of this model of mutual relationships between 
the Warsaw Pact states, NATO, and other states--this is a new, real opportunity 
for preventing atomic war and preserving and consolidating security and 


development of international cooperation. 


The announcement of this constructive proposal by socialist countries, at a 

time of complicated situation between East and West, caused by implementing 

the imperialist policy toward socialism, shows courageous foresight on the 

part of the politicians of Warsaw Pact states. The foresight is based, among 
other things, on the unity of views of the allied states, solidarity in 
resisting the policy of aggressive confrontation, and on coordinated development 
of peaceful foundations for international cooperation. These qualities were 
demonstrated in Prague. In the face of current threats to peace and tne NATO 
armament plans, it was emphasized in Prague that there is a need for unity 

and consolidation of Warsaw Pact states. 


The Prague conference was very fruitful, and the Polish delegation, headed by 
Wojciech Jaruzelski, significantly contributed to it. Results of the conference 
are contained in the communique. The First Secretary of the PZPR Central 
Committee chaired the first part of the conference. During the second part 

of the conference he delivered an important speech. The fraternal countries 








showed friendship for our country and understanding of our difficult problems. 
They expressed Support for PZPR policies and for our State's activities. 





The foreign policy of PZPR and Our socialist state was, and is, the policy 
of peace, unity of the socialist community, and of detente. This attitude 
is manifested by the support for common opinions, Suggestions, and Proposals 
contained in the documents of the Prague conference, which is the highest 
political body of the Warsaw Pact. 


The Prague conference documents are being sent into the world, which, 
threatened by atomic holocaust, cannot remain indifferent to the Voice of the 
socialist countries, The year 1983 began with the peace initiative of our 
countries. Active Participation of the Socialist world in the diplomatic 


arena, its consolidation and strengthened defensive Capability enabled us 


Luczak for 'SZTANDAR MLODYCH' 
Warsaw SZTANDAR MLODYCH in Polish 5 Jan 83 pp 1, 5 
/Article by Wojciech Luczak: "The World is Looking at Prague"/ 


/Text/ The meetings of the member states of Warsaw Pact DKP are always given 
much attention both in the East and the West. Documents adopted by this 
highest political forum of the states united in the defense of the socialist 
community are analyzed in detail] by experts all over the world. 


The DKP is the Warsaw Pact's main body. According to the letter of the Pact, 
Signed in Warsaw 14 May 1955, government members or other appointed representa- 
tives of the Signatories are the DKP members. As a result of both the tradition 
and the significance of DKP meetings, they are usually attended by first 
secretaries and secretaries general of the Central Committees of communist 

and workers' parties. They are also attended by prime ministers, ministers 

of foreign affairs and national defense, and by the commander of the United 
Armed Forces. The DKP for the first time met in Prague in January 1956. 





When in May 1980 the DKP met in Warsaw, European commentators wrote about 
the very tense international Situation. NATO adopted the Washington's Plan 
to deploy missiles in Europe. Since then the names "Pershing" and "Cruise" 
became part of the daily political language of our continent. 


In May 1980, after the Warsaw conference which adopted several documents, it 
was believed that the pDxKp brought some optimism into the difficult world 

Situation. Even U.S. newspapers wrote about the call from Warsaw to defend 
the policy of detente, broad international dialogue, and Strengthening peace 


and security. 


If the politicai Situation was considered very strained at that time, then 
what can be said about the international climate in Europe and the world at 
the beginning of 1983? Let us look at the most important facts. If the 
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negotiations concerning the reduction of the European missile potentiai fail 
(many commentators think that this is the objective of the U.S. Republicans), 
missiles will be mounted on launching pads in Great Britain, the German 
Federal Republic, and Italy. Those missiles need only 6 minutes to reach 
Eastern Europe. There will be no time for the hot line and other efforts. 
Europe will come to the brink of the abyss. 


The first MX strategic weapon will be deployed at the end of January. t is 
true that negotiations called "START" are taking place across the ocean. 
However, the White House does not hide the fact that it is mainly counting on 
reductions of Warsaw Pact's arsenal. The conception of a limited atomic war 
in Europe that is possible to win, adopted by the Pentagon, is linked to 
qualitative changes in U.S. conventional forces, including those stationed in 
our continent. This explains the efforts to win time made during the Vienna 
negotiations. Republicans are well aware of the economic aspect of the next 
round in the nuclear and conventional arms race. 


We snould add to the description of the situation the Madrid conference, 
drawn out and often postponed and accompanied by strife and accusations, the 
questions concerning economic sanctions, and the issue of the European trade 
between East and West. 


All those problems in maintaining peace on our globe and the situation in the 
Old World were tackled in Prague by the DKP. 


Among the main issues discussed at the conference are, undoubtedly, new 
disarmament proposals and offers concerning the development of the means of 
mutual trust presented recently by the Soviet leadership. Other issues 
include economic questions concerning countries belonging to the socialist 


community. 


it can be said that the eyes of European and other politicians are today 
directed at Prague. 


'SLOWO POWSZECHNE' Commentary 


Warsaw SLOWO POWSZECHNE in Polish 7-9 Jan 83 pp l, 2 


/Article by M. K.: "A Peaceful Appeal From Prague'"'/ 


/Text/ Now, as 27 years ago when at the end of January 1956 the conference 
of member states of Warsaw Pact DKP was inaugurated in the CSR capital--Prague, 
the leaders of socialist countries gathered here to develop a common stratezv 
for dealing with the difficult international situation. Many elements of the 
situation resemble the "cold war” period during which that conference took 
Dlace. The desire for cooperation was replaced in the United States and 

some NATO countries by the desire for confrontation. Centers of tension, 
scattered all over the globe, every moment threaten with the eruption of a 


world conflict that may have incalculable consequences. 

















upon and signed together, it has to be noted that it was born of the deep 
concern for this situation and the sense of responsibility for the fate of 

the world peace. It was also born of the will to refer to the accomplishments 
of the past decade forever linked to the ideals of Helsinki and the process 


of detente. 


The signal of peace from Prague synthesizes desires and efforts of socialist 
countries and all well-meaning people on our continent and in the world that 
want to shape their fate on the basis of the lasting peace. 


In the name of common to all people human values and goals an alternative to 
the atomic catastrophe was proposed in Prague. A broad program of action was 
proposed. It is hoped that it will divert dangerous tendencies and reset the 
axis of historv from the direction of confrontation to the direction of 
peaceful coexistence of states with different sociopolitical systems. 


This program--as evidenced by the text of the declaration--covers a broad 
range of proposals and initiatives of political and military nature. However, 
its key element is the idea concerning a treaty of nonuse of military force 
and maintaining peaceful relations. 


This idea goes one step further than the declaration made by Leonid Brezhnev 
last year, which was much talked about. In the declaration, presented at 

the UN forum, the Soviet Union pledged to refrain from using atomic weapons 
first. The idea presented at the Prague conference is an expansion of 

Mr Brezhnev's pledge. On condition of reciprocity, it covers also conventional 
weapons and all arms. The ban on the use of force would cover ali the terri- 
tories belonging to treaty signatory states, their military and civilian 
personnel, their ocean liners, aircraft, spaceships, and other objects owned 

by those states regardless of their locality. 


It is easy to see that armed conflicts would become illegal if the idea oi 
the treaty were accepted by the West and then expanded, according to the 
Warsaw Pact proposal to the Third World countries and territories not 


covered by any jurisdiction. 


Will proposals put forward in the capital of CSR meet with a constructive 
response in Washington and other capitals of NATO member states? First 
signals show that NATO will not be able to reject them, at least not verbaliy. 
In addition to the pressure exerted by progressive segments of western 
societies, the apparent break in the anticommunist crusade seems to be taking 
place. This crusade is inspired by those from across the ocean and is 
expressed through the policy of economic sanctions, boycotts, and ideological 


aggression. 


The attempts to influence socialist countries from the position of strength 
are unrealistic. This has been vigorously emphasized by the Czechoslovak 
press. The most emphatic statement can be found in the part of the document 
devoted to Poland. It says: "The states represeated at the conference 


—) 














share the PPR's position that any attempts at interference from the outside 
into matters belonging exclusively to PPR's competence contradict generally 
adopted norms of international relations and will be met with a decisive 
response.(...) Polish internal affairs are, and will continue to be, solved 
nly by Poland. Socialist Poland can always count on moral, political, and 
economic support of fraternal socialist countries." We quote this statement 
with a feeling of satisfaction. We choose to overcome the crisis on our own. 
is dictated by the reasons of state. From the objective point of view, 
this will also help maintain a stable Europe and speedily implement, in the 
interest of all humanity, the plan for peace worked out together by the 
mnunity of socialist countries. Poland is a permanent and an important 


This 


° is 
art of this community. 
'SZTANDAR MLODYCH' Commentary 


Warsaw SZTANDAR MLODYCH in Polish 7-9 Jan 83 pp l, 3 


/Article by Wojciech Luczak: "The Program of Peace and Cooperation!!/ 
‘Text/ Every political declaration published after a consecutive meeting 

the member states of the Warsaw Pact DKP is treated by the world as a kind 
common program of socialist states for the next few years. The program is 
great significance because it deals with the burning issues of the Old 
World, complicated problems of the East-West relationship, matters that threaten 
the explosion of the centers of tension on our globe, and the problems of trade 
and cultural cooperation between members of the world community. 
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The end of the 1970's brought to Europe and the world an era of political 
(11. The machinery for building bridges of cooperation was put in motion 
in the middle of the eighth decade of our century. Ideological differences 
and differences in our systems were overlooked everywhere, including outer 
space. But then the machinery ground to a halt and stopped for good at the 
beginning of the 1980's. Then came the decline, i.e. an extreme deterioration 
of the contacts between members of the European community, and the same goes 
for other countries. Cases of protectionism taking place in trade and the 
economic crisis were additionally affected by the policy of confrontation. 
Billions were spent on new weapons for inflicting immediate death. They are 
truly superior, as evidenced by the events at the Falklands that gave world 
oublic opinion a taste of the abyss into which the world might tumble. 
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The conference of the highest forum of the socialist community attracted the 
attention of common, working men East and West, in addition to that of 

oolitical analysts, experts, statesmen, and those who protested against nuclear 
armaments on the streets of western cities. This is because of the significance 


of the Prague conference, and also because of the hard times in which we live. 


This is worthy of attention. In the face of harsh, uncompromising declarations, 
plans threatening the next technological stage of the copventional and nuclear 
arms race that flow from beyond the ocean, the Prague document is very caim. 

[It does not contain any threats. The impression is lacking that behind people 
who signea the Prague declaration there is strength, even though they also 

could turn to Europe with a different kind of language. 
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After all, thoughtfulness and calm do not change the fact that the Prague 
document. contains the alarm signal. The conference participants are convinced 
that there is still a chance of turning from the path on which the world 

found itself at the beginning of the ninth decade of the 20th century. This 
path leads inevitably into the abyss. The warning signs should not be 
disregarded. In both the global and regional exchange of atomic blows there 
will be no winners, only losers. That is why the most important tasks of the 
human race should be: maintaining peace, reduction and subsequently full 
disarmament of the arsenals of conventional and nuclear arms, and renewal of 
international cooperation based on generally accepted principles. 


The range of means for maintaining peace, proposed by DKP members, includes 
those already presented to the international public opinion by Soviet leaders, 
as well as new disarmament proposals. Attention should be given to the offer 
of negotiating the issue of reduction of naval armaments. The declaration 


also refers to the eventual control of disarmament agreements. 


The Prague forum proposes a number of special steps to be taken on the 
European scene. It opts for talks on the subject of the withdrawal of chemical 
weapons from Europe, speedy conclusions of Vienna negotiations crowned with a 
two-stage plan for reducing armed forces and armaments in the middle part of 
our continent, and specific defense of European peace with the help of nuclear- 


free zones. 


The Prague conference also suggested a positive ending of the Madrid conference 
through the adoption of a balanced document, acceptable to everybody. The 

most desirable finale to the Madrid conference would be a conference concerning 
means of developing trust and security, and discussing disarmament of Europe. 
Such a conference would be a crowning of the process begun in Helsinki. The 
rebirth of the Helsinki spirit should take place in many dimensions. This 

is the wish of socialist countries. 


The DKP meeting denounced sanctions against Poland and expressed the opinion 
that Polish internal affairs are, and will be, our internal matters. We can 
count on continued moral, political, and economic support of other socialist 


states. 


The most significant element of the Prague declaration is the proposed treaty 
on mutual renouncement of the use of force between the Warsaw Pact countries 
and NATO countries. This would be the beginning of the process. A rationally 
balanced thesis stating that much depends on a qualitative improvement in the 
relationship between two political and military entities facing each other on 
the world's most heavily armed continent is especially valuable. The declara- 
tion sees a broader impulse for seeking peace that could bring many new, 
positive factors to the world's political scene. This is a new program of 
stopping Europe one step  efore the abyss and turning the Old World back from 
the path to nothingness. This is also the plan of pushing our globe far away 
from the brink. Will this opportunity be taken advantage of? The interlocutors 


have the floor. 


9959 
cso: 2600/246 











ALBANIA 


MARX' VIEWS ON DICTATORSHIP OF PROLETARIAT HAILED 
Tirana ZERI I POPULLIT in Albanian 28 Jan 83 p 3 


[Article by Prof Sotir Manushi: "The First Programmatic Document of the 
Communists''--in the Framework of the 100th Anniversary of the Death of Karl Marx ] 


[Excerpts] The epochal work of Marx and Engels was published in February 1848. 
In this work, the laws of development of human society discovered by them were 
formulated for the first time, in a coherent, logical and monolithic manner. 
The work presents with extraordinary clarity: the new concept, the consistent 
materialism which encompasses the field of social life; dialectics, as the most 
profound and most general doctrine of development; the theory of the class 
struggle and the historic world role of the proletariat, the creator of the new 
communist society. 


Although 135 years have passed since that time, the "Manifesto of the Communist 
Party" is still living and timely today. This is the source of the vitality 
and majesty of this programmatic document of scientific communism. 


As Comrade Enver Hoxha says, today the struggle of the proletariat against the 
bourgeoisie is a bitter struggle, an incessant one which is carried on continually. 
Two great social forces stand face-to-face: on the one side, there is the 
capitalist imperialist bourgeoisie which is the most Savage, most deceitful, 

and most bloodthirsty class which history has ever known. On the other side, 

there is the proletariat, a class stripped of the means of production, unceasingly 
oppressed and exploited by the bourgeoisie and also the most progressive class 

of society. 


Marx and Engels closely link their theory on the class struggle and the inevit- 
ability of the proletarian revolution with the issue of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat because as they write: "The immediate aim of the communists is ... 
the assumption of political power by the proletariat." 


In the "Manifesto" Marx and Engels prove the absolute necessity of the annihilation 
of bourgeots private ownership and the creation of socialist ownership over the 
means of production, 


From the time of its birth, Marxism fought various anti-socialist hostile currents: 


feudal soctalism, petit-bourgeois socialism, German socialism or true socialism 
and conservative or bourgeois socialism. Marx and Engels demonstrated the danger 
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of these anti-socialist trends for the cause of the proletariat and of socialism 
and stressed that, without their annihilation, the way could not be paved for the 
entry of scientific socialism into the workers movement. 


The bourgeois ideologists, social democracy, the modern revisionists, and the 
"Leftists," in a combined chorus, have opposed the basic ideas of the "Manifesto 
of the Communist Party," making the most monstrous accusations or presenting them 
as outmoded, while inventing "models of socialism" which are opposed to the 
socialism of Marx and Fngels. 


All the currents of modern revisionism reject violent revolution. Some of them 
have taken the concept of revolution out of the dictionary completely, just like 
Berstein did when he replaced it by the concept of “social change." These are 
the creators of the concept of the "democratic road" to socialism. 


The concept of the "democratic road" to socialism is widespread today. However, 
if you place democracy in opposition to the proletarian revolution, as the 
revisionists are doing, then you are distorting the very essence of democracy, 
you are placing it in the framework of bourgeois democratic legality. In reality, 
the violent proletarian revolution is inseparable from the most complete and the 
broadest democracy as well as from the content and form of the expression of the 
will of the people. However, when the modern revisionists speak about the 
"democratic" road, they are not talking about true proletarian democracy, but 
bourgeois democracy which the proletarian revolution crushes. 


The modern revisionists of all hues have rejected the socialism of Marx and Engels 
and speak about various "models" of socialism which are distinguished from each 
other by many basic characteristics. These days, the petit-bourgeois and bourgeois 
socialist currents, which aim at estranging the masses from the struggle for true 
socialism, are more widespread than they were in the time of Marx and Engels. 

The “developed socialism" of the Khrushchevite revisionists, the "self-managing 
socialism" of the Yugoslav revisionists, "socialism" Chinese-style and the 
"pluralistic socialism" of the Furocommunists, etc., aim at protecting capitalism 
and discrediting, true socialism. 


In particular, the revisionists are directing their attacks against the dictator- 
ship of the proletariat, against the strengthening of the leading role of the 
Marxist-Leninist party in socialism, against the establishment of socialist social 
ownership, etc. In this way, they are rejecting the general laws of the building 
of soctalism. However, there has not been and there cannot be any socialism 
without general laws. ‘There has not been any socialism without the dictatorship 

of the proletariat, without socialist ownership of the means of production, without 
the leading role of the Marxist-Leninist party, without the hegemonistic role 

of the proletartat, without the alliance of the working class with the cooperative 
peasantry, etc. 


Gur party has strongly rejected the "models" of socialism, which, both today and 
yesterday, have been used by the bourgeoisie as a means for undermining the 
revolution and soctalism, for justifying, concealed by "socialist" slogans, 
hostility toward socialism and Marxism. Our party stresses that there has not been 
and there cannot be any socialism apart from Marxist-Leninist theory. Any other 
"socialism" is not inspired by Marxism-Leninism and is none other than capitalism. 
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Tne Albanian Workers Party, headed by Comrade Enver Hoxha, has carried on and 
is carrying on a consistent, high-principled and unceasing struggle against 
~codern revisionists of all hues. It is defending, developing and executing 

in a creative manner the Marxist theory of scientific socialism. "The example 
of Albania," Comrade Enver Hoxha stressed at the 8th Party Congress, "is a new 
experience in the history of the dictatorship of the proletariat and is a 
valuable contribution to the theory and practice of socialism and ot 


Marxism-Leninism.” 


The ideas of the "Manifesto of the Communist Party," which have deep roots in 
objective reality and faithfully represent the political and social development 
of the world, are being disseminated everywhere with great speed and th : 
being confirmed completely and generally. Their correctness and vitaiity are 
seen clearly in Albania which is the only country in the world which is 
building socialism successfully. Today, the ideas of the "Manifesto" have 
become a guiding light for the proletariat of all countries and for oppressed 


peoples in the world in their struggle for social and national liberation. 


ae 6UuaKe 
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POLAND 


FACTORS IN FORMATION OF CURRENT POLITICAL THOUGHT ANALYZED 
Warsaw POLITYKA in Polish No 2, 8 Jan 83 p 8 


[Article by Andrzej Werblan/ 


[Text/ There is always some political thought. Sometimes it is richer or 
poorer, represented by various trends, or artificially standardized and 
officialized. In People's Poland there were better and worse periods for 
political thought. It depended on the extent of political freedom, a certain 
parochialism, tendency to deal with myths, and wishful thinking had weighed 
heavily upon Polish political thought. This weakness affected all categories 
of thought, both official and opposition. General shortcomings of political 
culture, conditioned by history and in a sense rather unavoidable, made them- 
selves felt. With this we might end answering the inquiry into the matter by 
POLITYKA, if we were to treat the question asked according to its literal 
sense. I understand, however, that the Editor had something different in 
mind, viz, the state of political thought, its directions, as well as its 
strong and weak sides. I pick out only one question: the vicissitudes of the 
political thought of the Left camp, with which I identify myself, and which 
has been represented for more than thirty years by the PZPR. 


The first statement of the inquiry read as follows: 'Policy in Poland is 
practiced either in the sphere of thoughts or in the sphere of wishes. It 
was shaped by the reality of /our/ country and of Europe, but was unable to 
transform this reality with visible effects." I feel great sympathy and 
respect for the author of these words, and understand that they were dictated 
by an authentic concern about the fate of the nation and a bitter pain caused 
by its adversities. Nevertheless, I cannot share his opinion, especially its 


striking one-sidedness. 


In the 1940's, toward the end of war, and immediately after, during formation 
of the state and reconstruction of the country, the camp of the Left had 
crystallized a fairly coherent system of political thought: lasting alliance 
with the Soviet Union; return to the Piast traditions as regards territorial 
shape of the state; reconstruction of its political system toward socialism 
through the socialization of large- and medium-sized property; industrializa- 
tion and urbanization, as well as educational revolution; basing of the 
government on the unity and cooperation of all the prosocialist forces and 
elimination of procapitalist ones from the political life; respect for the 
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Polish distinct character and specific characteristics in shaping a new 
political system—these were in sum the canons of political thought of the 
Left at the birth of the People’s Poland. This thought has become--in my 
opinion-—-an important factor of political reality and exerted a positive in- 
fluence on the situation and development of the country. The main role in 
formulation and realization of this thought was played by the PPR /Polish 
Workers Party/ animated by marxism-leninism but boldly changing the KPP 
{Communist Party of Poland/ tradition. For example, the idea of the Piast- 
period national territorial area up to the Oder and Baltic, basic from the 
standpoint of the PPR, did not exist in the political thinking of the KPP. 
Considerable influence on the formation of political ideas of the Left camp 
was also exerted by the partners of the PPR, especially by the PPS /Polish 
Socialist Party/, which enjoyed vast ascendancy over people and had a good 
intellectual background. In the aggregate, the attitude of the Left was 
justified by historic experience, brought along civilizing effects of great 
importance, and became materialized in a new form of government and develop- 
mental level of Poland. 


One might, of course, say that a direction and the form of the Polish policy 
had been decided in the first place by the configuration of the international 
relations, by the power and actions of the USSR in this part of the world, and 
therefore whatever has happened had to happen anyway. Not quite so. It is 
easy to imagine a development of the country in the same direction, but with 
considerably worse effects and higher costs, in the first place in the field 
of developing specific values and traditions. And, moreover, the ability of 
interpreting conclusions ensuing from an objective set of conditions is 
likewise a fundamental attribute of the right political thought. 


The real criterion of historical effectiveness of the position of the Left-- 
in the above-mentioned period--was its attractiveness among intellectual elite 
and the young generation. The galaxy of famous persons in science and art 

had already declared for the new government when a considerable part of 

the society, not excepting the working class, still refused their support. 


The basic canons of the political thought of the Left have not lost even 

now their significance; they continue to express the needs of the reality and 
the vital interests of the nation. I am deeply convinced of it. Every depar- 
ture from these canons and even their neglect brings about a destructive in- 
crease of internal tensions and undermines the international position of 
Poland. The more so, since the West notoriously endeavors to take advantage 
of the Polish troubles in its global strife with the socialist system. Why 
then has the influence of our political thought on social awareness and collec- 
tive behavior weakened over a considerable time? Why has there recently 
occurred a general and acute amnesia as regards the understanding and con- 
sideration of the realities and the evident national and social interests? 


it is not possible to explain this only by mistakes in the form of deviations 
from right principles nor by the agitation of antisocialist forces. The tirst 
and the second occurred in excess, but weaknesses of the political thought of 
our leftist camp also played a not inconsiderable role. 


14 





In January 1957, a dramatic appeal arguing reasons of state sufficed to win 
democratically the elections and to silence the private emotions unleashed. 
And yet in previous years some drastic errors were committed in the socio- 
economic policy as well as heavy transgressions against the sense of nation- 
al and human dignity. These errors were followed by dramatic, sometimes 
simply irreversible consequences. Likewise, the ideological traditions and 
the influences of antisocialist tendencies, eight years after the civil war 
died out, were at that time strong and vital. Nevertheless, arguments of the 
Left did find their way into the social consciousness much more forcefully 
than in confrontations of the 1960's and 1970's, as well as on the thresh- 
hold of 1980's. The erosion came into view of the influence of our standpoint 
on the consciousness of the youth, the educated classes, and a part of workers. 
We were repeating constantly the same, otherwise right arguments, and not a 
few good writers were engaged in this, but with fewer and fewer results. 


I believe that the causes of this lie in a gradual ossification of our 
political thought. Its essence remained right, but it did not describe the 
whole reality anymore, and did not answer a part of new problems. The real 
ideological revaluation occurred only once and only partly, in the middle of 
the 1950's. Later, after brief periods of revival, mainly censorious of 
"past periods," we yielded, putting our intelligence to sleep, to a deceptive 
hope that acting within the framework of the same conceptions, only better 
and steadier, we would be equal to the situation. 


Meanwhile, in actual fact important changes were taking place. 


First: vast masses of working people, primarily in the cities, became 
instinctively convinced that the most important consequences for them of the 
new political system, such as socialization of the means of production, 
urbanization, educational revolution, and a high degree of egalitarianism, 
were becoming practically irreversible. Political institutions established 
during the revolutionary transformation were from the nature of things guar- 
dians and guarantors of these achievements. However, as the socioeconomic 
transformations were consolidated, this function of the political institutions 
was losing its importance in social consciousness. They must give evidence 
of their efficiency in other fields, primarily of the effectiveness of 
management, democratism of government and law-abidingness. 


Second: as a higher economic and civilization level is being achieved, 
governing becomes more difficult, requiring greater elasticity and ability 
to correct policies being carried out, as well as a positive selection of per- 


sonnel. 


Third: the revolutionary periods bring to the fore basic contradictions be- 
tween old and new political systems. The acuteness of these contradictions 
promotes a dichotomy of political divisions ("whoever is not with us, is 
against us"), and makes one rely on "the trustworthy" and "strong-minded," 
unhesitatingly. Stabilization of transformations, with efficiency moving 
to the forefront, requires tolerance, free circulation of ideas, emphasis 


on competence, ability to compromise, etc. 
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The continuing--it appears-——-rather lasting differentiation of our society, 
in outlook on life and politically as well, compels us to look for such 
forms of citizen participation in political life, lest an impression is 
formed of loss of influence on government, creating a division into "we" and 
"they.'' One can prevent that through a partnership, that is, a cooperation 
of the working-class party, with other prosocialist forces on the basis 

of a respect for their individual character and autonomy, i.e., something 
like “unity in diversity." Despite appearances, the strong polarization of 
our society, characteristic of recent years, may prove to be favorable for 
the quest and shaping of the partnership method, as a way to overcome this 
polarization. This could, but need not be so, for nothing in social life 


occurs automatically. 


Fourthly: the tensions of the revolutionary period favor methods of manage- 
ment of the economy characterized by subordination of economic equilibrium 

to other purposes or else to social matters. This is always risky, for in 

the long run it leads to a red-tape in the economy and to its exhaustion; 

but in the short run it makes it possible remarkably and efficiently to 
concentrate all efforts on the most important tasks. The point is that such 
methods of management lead to the identification of economic policy with the 
direct management of the economy that bring about a disharmony between the 
policy and management. This disharmony manifests itself especially in invest- 
ment voluntarism, but its consequences exceed the investment sphere. 


All these problems were coming to a head for a long time, but they manifested 
themselves with their whole acuteness in the present crisis. The work to 
solve them has begun and is being continued. Its general direction has been 
determined by resolutions of the 9th Congress and many efforts for their 
realization, especially in the field of economic reform were made in the 

past year despite extraordinary conditions of martial law. Success for 

che process of adaptation of the superstructure of socialist society to the 
requirements of the new period depends both on the boldness of practical 
actions and, also (in the first place), on the boldness of political thought. 
There is a need for realism in a different meaning than usual, not in the 
sense of not being modest in our requirements but to accord a decided 
priority and prevalence to the realm of reality and facts over that of desires 
and imagination. This means a great change in relation to our traditional 
way of thinking which was formed at a period when the struggle for the form 


of government was in the forefront. 


1015 
CSO: 2400/244 


16 


POLAND 


STRENGTHENING OF PEOPLE'S COUNCILS' AUTHORITY DISCUSSED 


Draft Law on People's Councils 


Rzeszow NOWINY in Polish 15 Nov 82 p 4 


[Interview with Deputy Franciszek Dabal, chairman of Voivodeship Deputy Team 
in Rzeszow, by Ryszard Beres: "Comments on Draft Law on People's Councils. 


Parliamentary Question Marks."] 


[Text] [Question] Legislative work on the draft law on People's Councils 

and Territorial Self-Government begun in Sejm finally. First reading of the 
draft took place during October Sejm session. Next, the document was sent for 
reviewing by the Extraordinary Committee established specially by Sejm, of 
which you are a member. What were the motives of that decision, and why was 
not the draft sent to one of the permanent Sejm Committees, like it usually 


happens in such a case? 


[Answer] There has already been a certain tradition in Sejm of establishing 
special committees to review the drafts of laws of major significance, and 
such is the case of the law mentioned above. Also there are practical reasons 
for it. If we were to preserve the traditional course of debate on the draft 
on the forum of the permanent Sejm Committees, c. peration of too many of them 
would be required and that would complicate exceedingly the legislative 


process. 


I sense a complaint in your question that the work on the draft had taken too 
much time before the Council of State transferred it to our Parliament. As a 
matter of fact, work on the draft started two years ago. As you remember, it 
was the subject of two rounds of consultations. Many critical remarks and 
amendments were voiced, embodied in 350 extensive studies and press articles. 
However, my advice is to be patient. The structural character of the law, its 
significance to the citizens of our country, the need to create the best 
possible legal regulations for years to come, determining the place and 
function of the Councils as authentic masters of the region, all this warns 
us against unnecessary haste, against partial solutions. It looks as if the 
deputies will work on the draft of the law a little longer, particularly 
since the present version--already in the course of plenary debates--caused 

a lot of doubts and reservations on the part of the deputies. 
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Establishment of a set of guarantees aiming at regaining by the Councils their 
proper position in the executive system of our country should be the basic 
rask of the new regulations on the subject. At present the position of the 
Councils is limited by the flaws--considering the present situation--of the 
old law as well as the bad experiences of past years, which was evident when 
looking at the excessive centralization of decisionmaking and the lack of 
financial independence of the Councils, etc. The new law should also 
constitute a meaningful step in the direction of future development of 
socialist democracy as outlined by the 9th Extraordinary Congress of PZPR 
(Polish United Workers Party]--as an extension of the socialist people's 
vovernment and the strengthening of state authority in the area of implemente- 


tion of territorial self-governments. 


[Question] Does the draft fulfill all those tasks and goals in your opinion? 


[Answer] Without going too much into details, it can be asserted that, 
generally, the authors’ intentions meet them halfway. And thus the scope 

of authority of the People's Council is extended, independent projects carried 
out by the Councils meeting the needs of the inhabitants and the needs of 

the region are also being expanded. In the draft of the law the financial 
model of the Councils' activities was drawn. According to it, the Councils 
have at their disposal all available resources (including the so-called budget 
surplus). Here is a new way in which the problem of mutual ties among 
particular councils and regional administration is solved. 


[Question] However, it is true that the 'new way' does not mean the way which 
was suggested by many participants of the social consultations. The primary 
concern is about the manner of election of local executives. In principle 

the draft retains the existing status after the adjustments. Thus, the prime 
minister names the governors [wojewoda], the governor names the chiefs and 
city mayors--all of them are organs named in the procedure according to which 
the Councils are entitled to opinion and control only. 


[Answer] As a matter of fact this is still a controversial issue. The 
question was raised during the second working session of the Extraordinary 
Committee. One of the deputies compared governor and chief, who are nominated 
as suggested in the draft, to two servants of the same master. After all, he 
stated there should be one superior organ--the People's Council of which 
managerial-executive unit should be governor or chief with their offices. 
Hence, he proposed to review the already discussed issue of election by the 
Council and not nomination by a higher administrative organ. 


i would not like to prejudge the matter here or pass a verdict as to which 
proposal will finally win. However, allow me to add that even in the present 
version of the draft the superiority of the Council over the executive- 
managerial organs is emphasized more explicitly, not ambiguously at all. This 
version introduces all types of responsibility on the part of governor and 
chiefs toward the People's Councils in the way of vote of no-confidence or 

of ratification. It is understood that the expression of vote of 
no-confidence by the Council would practically mean the obligatory resignation 


of a given chief. 
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[Question] "Dualism''--or the proposed dual role of the Councils as a state 
authority organ and as the basic organ of social self-government, raises a 
lot of controversies. Those two do not go together, one fears.... 


fAnswer] This is the most difficult question to solve. The draft 
distinguishes the category of the territorial self-government, which is to 
constitute a kind of decentralized form of authority meeting the needs of 
the inhabitants. This authority is to have compiete independence at its 
disposal and is to act on the basis of the principle of self-financing, 
which was mentioned before. 


Every citizen will be able--as the draft suggests--to carry out the laws 

of the territorial self-government by means of representational organ--by 
means of the Council--as well as by means of self-government of the inhabi- 
tants. Here, I would like to draw your attention to the proposed new 
‘elements of direct democracy. Among other things, we assume that the 
institution of social consultation and even voting, may be in the form of a 
questionnaire among the constituents, on the concrete resolutions of the 
Council, concrete solutions of the urgent problems of the regions, will be 


introduced. 


The draft extensively regulates the functioning of the social self-government. 
I got acquainted with chapter 13 and its parts dealing with rural self- 
government because of my experience and interests. Here, the village admin- 
istrator's [soltys] council is discussed, its scope of authority; there is a 
proposal that the village administrator would be the chairman of the Council. 
Considering the purity of the organizational structure, subordinating the 
village administrator to the chief, does not seem to be the best solution. 


The draft of the law is very extensive. It contains 212 articles and is a 
source of numerous doubts and critical remarks regarding its regulations. As 
a member of Extraordinary Committee, I will be responsible for saying "yes" or 
"no" to ofe or another solution. I would like to have the support of the 
constituents' opinions. During my regional meetings, I intend to discuss 

some parts of the draft once more. 


[Question] When should we expect to have the final version of the draft, in 
such a case? 


[Answer] I have to emphasize once more--there should be absolutely no 
hurry here. 


It is bound to take several months. After ail it is a matter of a major law 
that would change the structure of the state authority, it should fulfill the 
social expectations and should create suitable framework for the renewal of 
the entire life in our country. 
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Strengthening of People's Councils" Authority 


Cdansk GLOS WYBRZEZA in Polish 30 Nov 82 pp l, 2 


[Text] 16 Nov 1982 the State Council established new, expanded make-up of 

its Commission on the matter of People's Councils. Next to the members of 

-he Council of State, various party representatives, representatives of 

the central organs of the state administration, scientists, People's Councils’ 
activists constituted the new make-up of the Commission. The change in 
make-up is not limited to the increase in the number of people, although 

that increased number is of some significance too. All this has a deeper 
meaning--the change adapts the contents, style, form and method of work 

to the increasing role of People's Council in the structure of the state 


authority as its goal. 


Yesterday, during the first sitting of the Commission, with the new modified 
make-up, the most important tasks and issues it will deal with in the near 
future, were discussed. The chairman of the State Council, Henryk Jablonski 
participated in the session as well as some chairmen of People's Councils. 


The Commission faces important and urgent tastS--as was stressed by Zdzislaw 
Tomal, chairman of the Commission and deputy chairman of the State Council. 
The tasks were prompted by sociopolitical changes on an unprecedented scale, 
by the future implementation of the new law on People's Councils and 
Territorial Self-Government, by economic reform and also by the coming 
elections to the Councils. During the process of the national rebirth and 
socialist renewal in the political, social and economic life People's Councils 
will play a fundamental role in the process of perfectigg the mechanisms 

of the state and its authority. It is a matter of People's Councils becoming 
a strong and powerful authority, acting efficiently in a socialist country. 


In the introductory remarks, as well as in later statements where not only 
local members spoke, the need to strengthen the authority, forms and methods 
of activities of People's Councils was discussed. The future law on People's 
Councils and Territorial Self-Government was mentioned. 


People's Councils tasks during winter were discussed. The main concern was 
about ensuring good continuous work from municipal-economy enterprises, 
efficient functioning of commercial networks, regular deliveries of goods to 
the stores. Proper quality of roads, snow removal to ensure the efficient 
operation of transport was also a valid question. Ensuring the indispensable 
conditions for the operation of hospitals, nursing homes, kindegartens and 


schools was also of primary concern. 
There is a need for strengthening the role of People's Councils, city and 


rural Self-Governments in the developments of voluntary actions. It is not a 
question of mass actions but leads and initiatives that can be carried out. 


At the end of the sitting Henryk Jablonski took the floor. He said, among 
other things, that the increasing normalization of social life allows for 
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significant changes in the state management, including People's Counciis. 
Generally speaking, it is a highly favourable situation, although listening 
to the statements of many well-wishing citizens one gets a feeling that they 
expect changes with mixed feelings and fears. Only real-life experience, 
peace and quiet, effective measures to counteract everything that is egainst 
the interest of the popular masses can diminish the fear. Beautiful words 
are useless, only the widespread feeling that the authorities really do care 
about the well-being of the citizens, that the authorities are well aware 

of their obligations and know know to carry them out in the proper was is 


needed. 


Henryk Jablonski stressed that the strengthened role of People's Councils, 
their position in the structure of the state, increasing their scope of 
authority and means of action, also increasing their independence and self- 
2overnment--constitutes one of the principle elements in the entirety of 
political changes that take place in our country. These are not the changes 
dictated by the moment, but they are of a permanent character. Consistent 
implementation of these changes into everyday life is of major political 
significance. It is a question of the credibility of the resolutions under- 
taken during the IX Party Congress and the Congress of ZSL [United Peasants' 
Party] and SD [Demccratic Party] Congress. The spirit and the letter of the 
draft of the law on People's Councils and Territorial Self-Government cannot 
be discussed apart from the process of the entire socialist renewal and the 


already introduced changes. 


It is the task of the State Council Commission--said Henryk Jablonski at the 
end--to draw our attention to everything that favours the strengthening of the 
authority of People's Councils. It grows when the Councils fulfill their 
obligations, being representative in the territorial structure of authority. 


Views of People's Councils" Chairmen 


Poznan GAZETA POZNANSKA in Polish 14 Jan 83 p 3 


[Text] The resolution of the 9th Party Congress wants the People's Councils 
to be real masters of their territory. Are there any possibilities at present 
for them to act like it, and what are they? What does the new law on the 
People's Councils say on this subject? What kind of efforts are being under- 
taken to carry out the directives of the party today, at the beginning of 1983 
--in a situation when martial law with its special requirements and special 
management methods was lifted, in a situation of implementation of the 
economic reform, a reform based on different than previous principles of the 
socioeconomic game, during a crisis that limits investments in a severe way, 
including investments in the area of the most urgent social needs. 


These were the opening issues of the discussion that in which the voivoideship 
chairmen of People's Councils participated. Tadeusz Czworak--chairman of WRN 
[Voivodeship People's Council] in Konin, Janusz Michocki--chairman of WRN in 
Kalisz, Kazimierz Wojciechowski--deputy chairman of WRN in Leszno, were sitting 
at the editorial table. GAZETA POZNANSKA was represented by Feliks Bilos-- 
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deputy chief editor, councilman of WRN in Poznan and Miroslaw Idziorek--head 
of the sociopolitical section of the newspaper. 


T. Czwojdrak: Martial law has been lifted, therefore I judge that from the 
point of view of the well-understood propaganda needs, the exposure of the 
People's Councils role, in a situation of regular life in the country, is 
necessary. Another reason for this exposure is that we are on the eve of 
passing the law on the People's Councils, which is to change and expand the 
scope of their activities and increase the independence of the People's 
Councils at all levels. That is why the initiative to meet in the board 
office of GAZETA POZNANSKA was a desirable one and meets social needs halfway. 


As for the circumstances we will be operating in in 1983--generally speaking 
they will be characterized by the ongoing crisis. And that means that 

the activities of the People's Councils will be difficult, particularly in 
the area of severly limited possibilities of meeting social needs. All this 
constitutes the main criteria for social recognition or lack of it. Such is 
the truth, although it is also true that in the past, even in the period of 
prosperity, all social needs had never been fulfilled. The less so can they 
be fulfilled now, considering the state of the present economy. 


People's Councils are working now on a cpecific determination of the social 
and economic plans. In case of WRN in Poznan, the subject was discussed 
during the session at the end of December of last year. An introductory 
variant of the plan for 1983-1985 was agreed upon. Having worked out its 
details, the plan should bring the stabilization first, and then create the 
Sundamental conditions for the further development of our voivoideship. By 
means of extensive social and party discussions preceding the WRN session, we 
finally succeeded in the establishment of a hierarchy of goals, giving high 
priority to the food economy and municipal housing. I think all the councils 
assumed this course of action. 


>. Bilow: I think that the People's Councils, as well as all public life, 
ontered a new era quality-wise, taking into consideration the principles and 
regulations of the economic reform. In my opinion, the distribution-command 
system that was previously in effect was simpler and easier for the 
administration--today, every issue, investments, for example, has to be 
negotiated and agreed upon first, and the negotiating party is driven by their 
own interests, of course, such as profitability and income producing 
potential, etc. How do you, comrades, see it from the WRN chairmen's point 


of view? 


J. Michocki: As a matter of fact, the principles of the economic reform are 
more complicated than those of the previous distribution-command system. 

Here, we deal with a more difficult situation for the People's Councils as 
well as for the state administration. The state administration, not having at 
their disposal the command possibilities, has to negotiate its specific needs 
with the enterprises, particularly if it concerns investments or municipal 
economy. Thus, difficulc tasks lie ahead of us. First, we should prepare 
councilmen on all the levels for work in a different situation. Secondly, 
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there is a new law on People's Councils facing us. The law should give a 

wide scope of authority to the Councils--although it is true that not all the 
councilmen used all of their present rights. A lot of work should be put into 
activating the People's Councils, first of all, in commissions as well as in 
field activities. In addition to that we shall have to overthrow--through 
efficient and perceivable activities--the myth of the proverbial councilman 


who is at a loss. 


Z. Jakubowiak: It seems to me that this will be the year when the concept of 
a councilman who is at a loss will disappear. In the light of the socio- 
political changes which we are witnessing, with the new law the new determina- 
tive role of the People's Councils has to be voiced. Here, I would like to 
mention once more the subject of our meetings. I think, all of us are for the 
initiative of the board of GAZETA POZNANSKA. I would like to say that I was 
frequently attacked by the councilmen--so little space is devoted to the 
councilmen's work by the press. After all, a lot of things have been 
happening in the People's Councils, particularly in problem-solving 
commissions. When making a choice, reaching society with the arguments given 
for the priority of goals and the conditions they can be achieved in is 
frequently very difficult, but indispensable. 


J. Michocki: A few more remarks on the subject of our meeting. In my opinion, 
the popularization of the People's Councils" work will be favorable to the 
councilmen; on the other hand, the lack of it will have opposite results. For, 
if any of the councilmen reads about himself, here he was active and there his 
action resulted in something which had positive results, some kind of inter- 
vention was successful, an inspection carried out by the commission had a 
positive outcome, or the presidium resolution caused a favorable social 
change--all this will be positively perceived by the councilmen as well as by 
society. Here I see an enormous role for the press. 


F. Bilos: Speaking about the councilmen's activity or the lack of it, it is 
difficult not to mention that they are discouraged by the frequently hard-to- 
perceive effectiveness of the activity undertaken. An example from WRN in 
Poznan: an enormous amount of work went into the preparation of the law on 
residential construction, passed in December 1981. Today we already know that 
the proposed plan will not be implemented because of the known investments 


cuts. 


T. Czwojdrak: In my opinion, in spite of any insufficiencies the Councils’ 
scope of authority--I will be careful using the word--increases to some 
degree. Why do I say "to some degree?" Well, People's Councils wili 
continue to function on the basis of central funding. 


Every two out of three zlotys come from the central budget. The draft of law 
on People's Councils may well be the eighth in turn, if I am not mistaken 
discussed in Sejm at the present time; it allows to some extent--in connection 
with the budget law discussed--for the expansion of the financial 
possibilities of People's Councils. Thus the idea postulated to increase the 
possibilities of People's Councils’ activities independent self-financing, 
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came alive to a certain degree. Moreover, the possibility arises of 
establishing the voivodeship environmental protection funds, in which 
industrial enterprises from the area would participate to a greater degree 
than at the present time. Thus, from the point of view of People's Councils’ 
seli-government, the future will be marked by more independent and powerful 
activity which, we hope, will cause a positive reaction in society. 


Going back to the statement of editor Bilos regarding the law on residential 
housing, which was worked out with a lot of effort on the part of our WRN, 

I would like to stress, the plan has not been overthrown, maybe we shall not 
succeed in its completion to a degree determined by the law, mabye 90 

percent perhaps even more, but the basic structure will remain and we will do 


everything to carry it out. 


M. Idziorek: There are many possibilities of increasing the authority of 
People's Councils. The primary concern is how to use them. Let's take for 
example the same housing construction problem. Young people are waiting 

for apartments but more and more often they want to participate actively in 
their construction. There is a lot of potential there, which is frequently 
limited by the requirements of bureaucracy, lack of prompt action on the 
part of the administration to the proposal of a group of single-family con- 
struction builders for instance. People's Councils may--in my opinion--form 
a kind of an incentive system, creating construction or construction materials 
initiatives on the basis of local resources. They may do it by means of 
various channels as well as of social pressure on the part of the regional 
administration to eliminate all kinds of obstacles like documents, papers, 
paragraphs, etc. If the Council takes the lead its authority will really 
grow, particularly with young people. If the commission faces people's 
problems and their postulates, if the commission executes a successful 
solution of the problem from the administration and the public is informed 
about it, its authority will definitely increase. 


J. Michocki: It is known that the construction of residential housing is 
limited at present, and that means the Councils have at their disposal 
strictly-determined amount of financial and material resources. However, 
construction of single-family homes and plants' sponsored construction can be 
developed to a greater extent, priorities can be created by means of utility 
hook-ups, subdivision of lots, etc. There is a lot of potential in this 
respect on the local level. The Councils while drafting the plans for the 
next year can take into consideration and establish certain utility hook-ups 
for future construction of residential housing. It is our primary concern to 
popularize that type of housing. In Kalisz Voivodeship there are areas where 
individual single-family home construction is widespread but there is 
stagnation in the others. 


Zz. Jakubowiak: Here we touch upon another issue that was pushed aside 
recently. It is the problem of voluntary actions, which should be integrated 
with the Council's activities. Here, I can use Klepeczew as an example, 
where in a short time with the help of voluntary action, a health clinic and 
two schools were constructed! It is evident that there is a lot of social 
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interest, and enterprises are also taking part in it. Various forms of 
action were used here, including voluntary taxation among the inhabitants 


of the region. 





M. Idziorek: It is obvious to me that there is nothing better for increasing 
the authority of the People's Councils or its members as being engaged in 
public problems. And here a reflection comes to mind. Let's assume I am a 
councilman and I go to a certain office with a certain problem, asking for 
information or trying to take care of a problem in a social sense. Will I 
be treated as a regular customer, will I get the full scope of information, 
will my intervention by taken seriously into consideration? In other words-- 
does the administration take councilmen into consideration, respect them, 
identify them with social representation? 


F. Bilow: I think I should answer the question by saying that there is no 
universal office or clerk. The way in which the councilman will be treated 
and how his problem will be approached and settled depends, first of all, 

on the individual level of sophistication--here I mean his sophistication as 
an employee of the state administration or simply his political know-how. Of 
course, we are still dealing with a certain amount of habit-pattern evolved 
through the decades. Unfortunately, most frequently, we are dealing with 
clerks who apparently treat the councilman properly, even with a show of 
respect, but present the councilman with a particular paragraph of law in 
order to justify their refusal, instead of trying to solve the problen. 





K. Wojciechowski: From my experience, the effectiveness of the councilman's 
intervention is determined by his personal attitude, the degree of his 
engagement into the given public or individual problem; the feeling that he 
is right in his action. In Leszno we paid a lot of attention to public 
questions voiced during the sessions. The questions consume most of our time 
during debates. There were even attempts on the part of the administration to 
take the questions off the agenda and make debates "more efficient" in this 
way. Naturally, the Presidium of WRN and the Council said "No" unanimously. 
The questions are considered a possibility to speak out on many significant 
regional matters. On the part of the councilmen it is an opportunity to 
demonstrate their activities to constituents. 


Z. Jakubowiak: We have a similar situation in Konin. During our sessions 
questions constitute one of the major points on the agenda, the 
administration on its part tries to have competent people act accordingly 
trying to investigate the problems discussed in response. 


M. Idziorek: Can it be said that in this respect the process of renewal 
brings about positive changes, or is it a new quality in the functioning of 


People's Councils. 


T. Czwojdrak: In my opinion, we are dealing with the certain process, 4 
positive one, of course. In the case of WRN in Poznan, in 1981, an increased 
number of people participated in sessions as well as in the commissions’ 
debates. During the latter major arguments of social and economic character 
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occurred and still do. I think that the manner in which these discussions 
were conducted is a result of a certain deviation from the old, strongly- 
critizied "patterns" of People's Councils work. As a matter of fact this is 
something new, having nothing in common with the old facade. The Council 
and the councilmen, in my opinion, had a feeling of having a mandate from 
their constituents, a real representational organ, evaluating and opinion- 
giving, from the voters' point of view, on the work of the administration. 


M. Iidziorek: Personally, I am interested in the problem of cooperation 

and coexistance of various People's Councils and branches of PRON [Patriotic 
Movement for National Restoration.] From various press briefings, I know 

that PRON activists frequently do not know what they can or should do, what 
their scope of activities should be. They often fear that they will duplicate 
the work of, for instance, problem-solving commissions or any other control 
Organs. How do you, as the chairman of WRN, see the role of an ally like 


PRON? 


J. Jakubowiak: 1 am convinced that all of the Councils' chairmen should be 
aware that they are gaining an ally of sorts--regardless whether we call 

PRON a social consciousness, a social prompter, or an initiator of actions 
which should be undertaken. The wider the circle of those involved in each of 
the socially important problems, the better. 


K. Kojciechowski: Because of these reasons we are working on the 
institutionalized forms of cooperation between the People's Councils and PRON. 
The chairman of the Temporary Voivodeship Council of PRON participates in 

each session of the Presidium of WRN, not to mention the sessions for getting 
acquainted with the problems in question and raising his own suggestions. The 
question of deliveries and of the functioning of the commerce were a recent 


example. 


M. Idziorek: But after all the same problem is in the area of WRN competence, 
the commission on commerce and services.... 


K. Kojciechowski: The institutionalized forms of cooperation between the 
Councils and PRON will be found in everyday practice. Anyhow, in my opinion, 
this is the extension of the network of people of good will who want to remain 
active for the sake of society's wellbeing. 


Z. Jakubowiak: In any case, nowadays we are expecting problem-solving on 
the part of PRON as well as help in control over the implementation of our 
resolutions. As an economist, I am looking at life through a prism of 
definite goals, and if they are put forward by society, specifically as 
determined by the Council, we shall never be short of people who want to 
engage themselves in achievement. I see here an enormous role for PRON. 
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POLAND 


SEJM CONSULTATIVE SOCIAL COMMISSION SECRETARY INTERVIEWED 
Warsaw ZOLNIERZ POLSKI in Polish No 1, 2 Jan 83 p 9 


[interview with Waldemar Szpalinski, member of the Sejm, secretary of Con- 
sultative Social Commission of the Sejm, by Marek Jedrzejewski: "On Activi- 
ties of the Consultative Social Commission: We Are Just Helping"; date and 


place not specif ied/ 


[Text/ [Question] Mr Deputy, what was the purpose of creating the Consul- 
tative Social Commission, whom is it supposed to serve? 


[Answer] The Consultative Social Commission has been appointed by the State 
Council as a national agency for consultative and informational services to 
the renascent trade union movement. Simultaneously, the presidia of the 
voivodship people's councils have set up their own local informat ion-consul- 
tative groups, with which we cooperate. Our goal is to provide every possible, 
comprehensive assistance to the founding committees of the new trade unions, 
and later on to really help set into motion the activities of trade union 
organizations at enterprises. The legal basis of our activity was laid by 
the resolution of the State Council of 12 October 1982. Our primary function 
is to help with interpretation of the law. With this in mind, we have 
developed, as a guide in the area of trade union problems, a sample trade 
union statute, which has been publfshed in the press. 


[Question] How should one understand the assistance with interpretation of 
the law? 


[Answer] We must facilitate for all the parties concerned their benefiting 
from the opportunity created by the law of 8 October 1982, namely from the 
restoration of independent and self-governed trade unions vested with quite 


diverse rights: and powers. 


[Question/ Is it to be understood that you are a government agency for the 
trade unions? 


[Answer] Absolutely not. We have no administrative powers, nor are we an 
agency or some sort of a coordination center or office. We give no recommenda- 
tions or directives. This is out of the question. Also, we are not concerned 
with controlling the documentation of the newly created trade unions. It 
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should be stated categorically: we do not perform the functions of a 
pseudo-administration for trade unions, this is not what we are or ever will 
be. I am saying this in no uncertain terms in order to set the suspicious 
minds at ease and to confirm those who are confident in their understanding 
of the essence and functions of the Consultative Social Commission. 


/Question/ Don't you think, however, that the absence of an agency perform- 
ing coordinative functions at the central level, including those of control, 
is a shortcoming of the law of 8 October 1982? 


fAnswer] The Sejm adopted this zero option so as to leave the maximum initia- 
tive with the working people. The reconstruction of the trade union movement 
has been placed in the hands of workers’ collectives. Trade union organiza- 
tions at individual enterprises will play a crucial part in forming the union 
structures. They will lay a foundation for the future trade union organiza- 
tions of a higher level. Unions cannot be created from the top. 


{Question7 Instances when the spirit of this law is violated, however, some- 
times occur. : 


Answer] This is true, but most of the time this results from an over- 
zealousness of some enterprise managers. They mean well, but cause harm. 


‘Question? It seems to me that this is a result of a failure to understand 
the basic principle of the law, namely that trade unions must meet the demands 
of the working class and of all working people. However, a variety of atti- 
tudes in acceptance of the law is still to be observed? 


/Answer/ Naturally, this is no secret. As yet, there is no ubiquitous and 
massive phenomenon of joining the trade unions. But then, who expected this 
to happen? The causes of this fact are complicated. No doubt, the law came 
as a shock to many people, both members of Solidarity and of branch and 
autonomous unions. This situation has brought about a reserved attitude 
towards the new unions. It will take some time before the people think it 
all over, ponder the pros and cons, overcome inner mistrust and prejudice. 


/Question] What causes difficulties to the founding committees? 


Answer] As far as I know, most difficulties are encountered in the drafting 
and approval of the statute. Our sample statute, which is merely a framework, 
is, however, of great help to collectives organizing themselves into trade 
unions. Obviously, it becomes modified in various ways. And rightly so. 


(Question/ Do you work together with authoritative lawyers? 


fAnswer] Yes, in the framework of our commission, lawyers have a major part 
to play. They provide opinions on issues complicated from a legal point of 
view. Legal aid to the founding committees consists mainly in forwarding to 
them clear and definitive answers to the numerous questions and doubts sub- 
mitted to us. The lawyers provide those concerned with information as to the 
legal precepts pertinent to the functions of the trade unions. 
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(Muestion] That ts Information. But there must come up other legal prob- 
lems requiring resolution, such as what entity can be recognized as an enter- 
prise 


{Answer7 Quite recently, the Legal Team set forth the legal opinion defining 
in specific categories what is and what can be recognized as an enterprise, 
particularly in the ministries of health and social welfare, education, cul- 
ture and art. This opinion has a nationwide applicability. 


[Question] Mr Deputy, the language of legal regulations and provisions is 
difficult, quite often obscure, and certainly requiring some professional 
training. 


[Answer] Hence our concern to clarify all uncertainties of a legal nature. 
(M@uestiops Do you prepare publications to this end? 


[Answer] Yes, we have already published our first brochure containing the 
basic documents, and more are in preparation. Another brochure will in- 
clude regulations concerning trade unions. We have included in it the 
Convention of the International Labor Organization, which has been ratified 
by the State Council, and the articles of the labor code and the civil law 
directly connected with the powers of trade unions, as well as the pertinent 
articles of the law of government employees concerning the rights of profes- 
sional association for this category of workers. We plan to continue this 
type of publication in the future. 


(Questions Does the composition of the Consultative Social Commission guaran- 
tee that expectations of the working people will be fulfilled? 


[AnswerJ Among us are activists of all types of former trade unions, out- 
standing legal experts, deputies of the Sejm. We are establishing contacts 
with those active in the creation of trade union organizations of enterprises 
all across the nation, to benefit from their suggestions and opinions. 


(Muestion] What information do you submit to the State Council? 

[Knswer] We will submit perfodic reports on our activities, pointing out all 
barriers and difficulties that should be eliminated in order that the imple- 
mentation of the law be carried out in accordance with the Sejm's intent and 


the will of the working people. 


[Question] Thank you for the interview. 
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POLAND 


JELENIA GORA PROVINCE PARTY ACTIVITIES REPORTED 
Plenum on Tasks With Youth 

Wroclaw GAZETA ROBOTNICZA in Polish 4 Nov 82 pp l, 2 

[Article by pro: "An Invitation to a Partnership"] 


[Text] The plenary meeting of the PZPR Voivodship Committee took place yester- 
day in Jelenia Gora. The meeting was planned carefully and a long time in 
advance. It was devoted to the task of working with youth. It was preceded 
by many meetings at plants, schools, and all socio-occupational communities. 


At his speech at the plenary meeting comrade Sylvester Samol, secretary of the 
PZPR Voivodship Committee stated: "We cannot agree with the popular opinion 
that our youth is a defeated, lost generation. This is a false thesis. Every 
generation has to work hard for its future. Today the start is really difficult, 
but not as difficult as it was for their mothers and fathers. There are many 
bad things in our voivodship. Youth should adopt a critical and uncompromising 
attitude in the struggle with them. We would like to see a movement against 

bad management, dishonesty, and other socially harmful phenomena. The party 

is a reliable ally in that struggle." 


Comrade Sylvester Samol also spoke on such subjects as opportunities for youth 
as a result of the economic reform, the halting of the aging of rural areas, 

and accelerating construction of apartment buildings. Ne devoted much attention 
to ideological-educational problems in the family, school, and the plant. 


"The party does not expect an unquestionable approval from youth organizations," 
he emphasized, "but authentic, creative functioning.” He pointed out that 

there is not enough youth participation in the Patriotic Movement for the 
National Revival. 


It was suggested at the meeting that PZPR members--councilors of the Voivodship 
National Council, should propose the creation of a commission for youth affairs. 


A total of 17 comrades participated in the discussion. They represented such 


Organizations as SZMP, 2MW "Wici," ZHP [Union of Polish Scouts], and OHP 
[Volunteer Labor Brigades}. Those who took the floor spoke mainly about problems 
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and needs of 253,300 inhabitants who are under 30 years old and constitute 5l 
percent of the total population of Jelenia Gora voivodship. The special respon- 
sibility and duty of 6,100 youths belonging to the party, who constitute over 

15 percent of party membership, was also discussed. 


In both the speech delivered at the meeting and during the Giscussion following 
the speech it was emphasized that promises that cannot be kept should not be 

made in the context of the present sociceconomic situation. On the other hand, 
all the opportunities for cooperation should be taken advantage of: conditions 
should be created for youth initiatives that would be advantageous to the youth 

as well as to the socialist Poland and for the implementation of those initiatives 


by the youth. 


The plenum was also attended by comrade Wlodzimierz Mokrzyszczak, deputy member 
of the Political Bureau and the secretary of the PZPR Central Committee. In 
his speech he contradicted statements of some other participants by presenting 
views of the party leadership in the context of the current sociopolitica: ana 
economic situation in the country. For example, he emphasized a need for a 
comprehensive approach to the educational process (from the family to the 
plant), and he gave assurances of the full party support for all constructive 
initiatives (e.g. for founding of apartment cooperatives for youth). 

The plenum founded the Youth Commission of the PZPR Voivodship Committee. in 
the adopted resolution the most important tasks were given the voivodship party 
organization concerning the work with youths. Decisions adopted at the Ninth 
Congress and the Ninth Plenum of the PZPR Central Committee were declared the 


basis of all activities. 


In his summation, comrade Jerzy Golis, first secretary of the PZPR Voivodship 
Committee stated that the growing rapprochement of political organizations and 
the youth and their close cooperation are positive developments. Much can be 
accomplished together even during this difficult period and in spite of 
investment limitations. 


Development of Individual Construction 


Wroclaw GAZETA POBOTNICZA in Polish 25 Nov 82 p l 


[Article by pro: "Meeting of the Executive Body of the PZPR Voivodship Com- 
mittee in Jelenia Gora"] 


[Text] The meeting of the Executive Body of the PZPR Voivodship Committee took 
place in Jelenia Gora yesterday. Information pertaining to implementing 
government guidelines on development of individual housing was discussea at 

the meeting. A total of 2041 one-family units are being constructed in the 
voivodship. This year 270 of those units will be ready for use. It was empha- 
sized in the discussion that individual housing for working people with 

average incomes should be much cheaper. The cost can be decreased by, e€.g., 
developing projects of one-family houses built uSiig raw materials widely avail- 
able in this area (wood, stone, gravel, clay, and sand). The necessity of better 
coordination in territorial development and making up for delays in engineering 


work was noted. 
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An introductory information concerning implementation of suggestions made at 
the last year's pre-election-reporting campaign that took place before the 


Ninth PZPR congress was given. 


Activities of the following lower party echelons were evaluated: city com- 
mittees in Jelenia Gora, Piechowice, Szklarska Poreba, Swieradow, and Wojcieszow; 
town-gmina committees in Lesna, Lwowek, Piensk, and Wlen; and gmina committees 

in Boleslawiec, Janowice, Wielka Kamienna Gora, Luban, Myslakowice, Stara 


Kamienica, and Zgorzelec. 


Plenary Sessions on Bettering Management 
Wroclaw GAZETA ROBOTNICZA in Polish 13 Dec 83 ppl, 5 


[Article by pro: "How to Improve Management" ] 


[Text] The implementation of this year's production tasks and the introductory 
plan for the next 3 years were the subjects of the Saturday plenary meeting of 
the PZPR Voivodshin Committee in Jelenia Gora. Problems of industry and 
apartment construction were given the most attention. 


Comrade Boguslaw Stepien, secretary of the PZPR Voivodship Committee, informed 
in his speech that last November was the second consecutive month in which an 
increase in the Jelenia Gora industrial production took place. This time the 
increase equalled about 5 percent. Among the enterprises that had especially 
good results the secretary listed POLFA Pharmaceutical Works, FAMAGO Mining 
and Machine Parts Factory in Zgorzelec, ZOW Chemical Raw Materials Plant in 
Boleslawiec, ORZEL Linen Mill in Myslakowice, and the TUROW Power Plant. How- 
ever, results in the construction are far from satisfactory. By the end of 
November in the voivodship only 959 apartments were put to use. This con- 
stitutes only about 46 percent of the annual plan. 

Comrade Boguslaw Stepien emphasized the useful role played by plant teams. Their 
task consists in the analysis of costs and prices in order to counteract 
excessive profits of producents and protect interests of consumers. The teams 
‘ave already contributed tothe decrease in manufacturing costs and prices of 
products in such plants as WIZOW Textile mill, LEN Linen Mill in Kamienna Gora, 
DOLTEX Cotton Mill in Bogatyn, and WATRA Knitting Mill in Lubawy. 


Both the speech of comrade Boguslaw Stepien and the supplementary information 
provided by Governor Michal, Mierzwa (who described variants of the voivodship 
plans for the next year and for the next 3 years) stated that projects which 
plan the production growth through increases in the number of employees are 
unrealistic. Greater efficiency of employment, better use of time, and improved 


productivity are needed instead. 


A total of eight comrades took floor during the discussion. Tadeusz Gluszczuk 
from the Voivodship Department of the Polish National Bank (NBP) spoke about 
the necessity of consistent implementation of the economic reform and pointed 
out the disturbing fact that wage increases are not justified by improved 


productivity. Aleksander Skrobuk from the NOWY LAD anhydrite mine in Niwnice 
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mentioned such problems as an unsatisfactory number of transfers of white col- 
lar employees to vacancies in production. Andrzej Pytlinski from SURMIN Mining- 
Processing Plants of Mineral Raw Materials in Nowogrodziec warned about the 
conseguences of raising wages by lowering expenditures for development of 
enterprises. Jerzy Laskawiec from TUROW Power Plant called the decision to 

halt construction of the new manufacture of current ZATONIE shortsighted. 


Ryszard Dobrzynski from the Polish State Railways (PKP) Junction in Wegliniec 
expressed a deep concern that even now, with only a slight increase in the 
industrial production, the underinvested transportation is becoming 4 major 
economic constraint. Jozef Hreczuch from TUROW Brown Coal Mine stated that 
the size of mining is limited there by the lack of apartments for tre people 
transferred from shallow mining areas and for the needed experts brought from 
the outside. Juliusz Burgielski from the Carpet Factory in Kowary asked that 
repairs of old houses not be forgotten. Kazimierz Janicki from FAMAGO in 
Zgorzelec emphasized the need for speeding up territorial development under 


one-family housing. 


Comrade Franciszek Kubiczek, first deputy director of the Economic department 
of the PZPR Central Committee, who was also present at the meeting, said that 
positive trends observed during the last few months allow him to believe that 
the passing year will be the last one to end with the decrease in production. 
The tasks planned for the next few years will be realistic only if plans of 
enterprises coincide with the national plan and local interests do not dominate 


Our common interests. 


Comrade Jerzy Golis, first secretaryof the PZPR Voivodship Committee, who 
chaired the meeting, noted that on the basis of statements made during the 
meeting it should first of all be decided how to strengthen construction enter- 
prises and overcome the implementation barrier. He proposed that industrial 
plants help those enterprises since they are interested in getting apartments 


for their employees. 


In the extensive resolution adopted at the plenary meeting the tasks were 
Gefined concerning the implementation of the decisions adopted at the Tenth 
Plenary Session of the PZPR Central Committee. The increase in active parti- 
cipation of all comrades and their consolidation are the main requirements 
that have to be satisfied to overcome economic problems. 


Col Tadeusz Jemiola, member of the PZPR Central Committee and plenipotentiary 
of the Committee for Defense of the Country also participated in the meeting. 


Many decisions concerning organizational matters were also adopted at the 
meeting. For example, changes were made in the composition of the Executive 
Body of the PZPR Voivodship Committee and directors of the PZPR Voivodship Com- 


mittee departments were approved. 
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New Motivations for Enterprises 


Wroclaw GAZETA ROBOTNICZA in Polish 29 Dec 82 p l 


[Article by pro: "Meeting of Executive Body of PZPR Central Committee in 
Jelenia Gora”] 


[Text] Yesterday, at the meeting of the Executive Body of the PZPR Voivodship 
Committee in Jelenia Gora members evaluated the functioning of new incentive 
systems implemented in local enterprises. It was decided that in the industry 
attempts should be made to have wage increases equalling one half of the pro- 
duction increase. The system of daily wages should be exchanged in the con- 
struction for another, more effective system. 


The Executive Body examined the presentation concerning factors shaping 
political atmosphere in the health care community, prepared on the basis of 
many meetings. The analysis of many suggestions showed that one of the most 
serious problems is the underdeveloped health care basis. It was decided that 
investment efforts should be concentrated on continuing construction of the 
following facilities: the voivodship hospital in Jelenia Gora, the regional 
hospital in Luban, and tne outpatient clinics in Boleslawiec and Lwowek. 


Furthermore, the Executive Body became acquainted with the information con- 


cerning the course of the reporting campaign in the party and the implementation 
of suggestions made at the last year's campaign preceding the party congress. 
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POLAND 


POSSIBLE WORLD WAR III, IV SCENARIO OUTLINED 
Warsaw TRYBUNA ROBOTNICZA in Polish 14 Jan 83 p3 


[Interview withCol Prof Dr Habilitatus Julian Kaczmarek, General Staff 
Academy, Polish Army, by Ireneusz Leczek: "What Would World War III Be Like?" ] 


[Text] [Question] Professor, the papers, radio, and television constantly 
refer to the fragility of peace and the threat of war. The words frequently 
repeated are similar in that we become indifferent to them. Please explain 
for our readers what a Third World War would be like. 


[Answer] A Third World War? or a Fourth World War? 


[Question] ?! 


[Answer] The course of operations in World War I was determined by the use 
of machine-guns and artillery. Decisive during World War II were combat 
vehicles and aircraft. Beginning at the end of the 1940's there was the 
sudden development of nuclear weapons. Their strength is so tremendous 

that those stockpiled could wipe out humanity many times over. Missiles, 
long-range aircraft, nuclear-powered submarines circling the oceans can 
deliver nuclear payloads anywhere in the world. A possible World War III 
could be fought using them, but if war does not break out within a few years, 
then we face the threat, from the viewpoint of military technology, of Worid 
War IV, waged with what some experts call "second-generation nuclear-missile 
weapons." They feature relatively less power but are far more accurate. 

The American Cruise missiles fly 50-200 meters above the ground. They are 
hard to detect, and have a target-accuracy of 150 meters. The Pershing-I1 
missile of the same production has a target accuracy of 60 meters. Both 
types of missiles are to be distributed around Western Europe this year. 


[Question] We were talking about technology, but back during the first half 
of the 19th Century the renowned military theoretician Karl von Clausewitz 


wrote: "War is an extension of politics." 








[Answer] He was right. The dropping of the atomic bomb on Hirosnima and 
Nagasaki was determined not by military needs but by political goals. At 
the time U.S. Secretary of State said: "The atonic bomb will be sufficiently 
effective and will force the Japanese to accept our conditions. I was 
afraid what would happen if the Red Army went into Manchuria."' The guiding 
political idea of the military doctrine of the United States and NATO coun- 
tries is to gain military superiority over the Warsaw Pact countries and 

its main defensive force the USSR. All theories from that of "mass strike" 
to the theory of "deterrence" and "limited nuclear war" have been saturated 
with this idea. The test dropping of the atomic bomb in 1945 gave the U.S. 
the possibility of blackmailing the USSR, which was not producing the atomic 
bomb yet then, thus winning the war without setting it oif. The United 
States is striving for a similar situaticn in the future by creating a Super~ 
modern weapons system not permitting missiles on its own territory and also 
by expanding the strike system to the Warsaw Pact countries, but in tne 

short run it is not possible to gain such an advantage. 


[ Question] The expansion of combat potential includes both sides of the 
divided world. 


[Answer] But the nature of this expansion is different on each side. On 
16 April 1945 the U.S. made its test drop of the atomic bomb, the USSR 

4 years later, and the hydrogen bomb in 1953, which means a year after the 
United States. While both sides had atomic weapons, the U.S. could use 
them more easily, because it had foreign bases encircling the USSR, from 
which bombers could take off. The Soviet Union equalized this advantage 

in 1956 by introducing intercontinental missiles (2 years before the United 
States) and by putting missiles on submarines in the 1960's at the same 
time that the United States did. In 1972 the United States built mu ltiwar- 
head missiles, as the USSR did 2 years later. The Americans created the 
aeutron weapons and the Pershing and Cruise missiles. The production of 
these weapons is no problem for the USSR either. To sum up: the develop- 
ment of the military technology of the Warsaw Pact countries is aimed only 
at achieving military balance with NATO. 


[Question] Is there such a balance now? 


[Answer] Please look at the table [on the next page], which is basec on 
American and Soviet data. As a footnote, we must say that there is not 

much difference between them. We can see that the power is approximately 
equal. So why raise the levei of this balance with new arms, increasing 


the risk of the outbreak of war? 


[Question] Western propaganda points out the imbalance in tne number of 
tanks, which is apparent from the table. 


[Answer] Tanks play a lesser role in determining the outcome in modern 
warfare. Missiles are the decisive thing. For this reason the NATO coun- 
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Range of NATO Nuclear Weapon Delivery Systems in Europe 


The Armed Forces of NATO and the Warsaw Pact 


U.S fighter-bombers in the FRG, Great Britain, and Spain. 

Strategic bombers -- Great Britain. 3. Strategic missiles -- France. 
U.S. aircraft carriers. 5. U.S. Submarines armed with missiles. 

French submarines armed with missiles. 7. English submarines armed with 
missiles. 8. French aircraft carriers. 

Pershing-II missiles in FRG (planned in light of Brussels agreement) 
Cruise Missiles in FRG, Belgium, Netherlands, Great Britain, and Italy 
(planned in light of Brussel resolutions). 

Pershing-I missiles in FRG. 

"Tornado" fighter-bombers in FRG. 


Item NATO Warsaw Pact 
Number of soldiers (i,000's) 4,933 4,788 
Strategic nuclear weapons (U.S. and USSR) 2 , 338 2,500 
Intermediate strategic weapons 986 975 
Battleships 2,175 1,872 
Nuclear warheads 9,454 4,950 
Tanks 26 ,694 63,850 
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tries are emphasizing the development of missile technology and the tech- 
nology of aviation and are developing to a less extent certain types of 
ground forces. Since we are talking about Western propaganda, it seems 
not to be anxious to notice the NATO powers' superiority in the number of 
nuclear warheads, which is also obvious from the table. 


[Guestion] How much is it costing us to maintain the military balance? 


[Answer] A great deal. In 1930 a military aircraft cost 25,000 dollars, 
but in 1970 it cost 5 million. In keeping with the principle of winning 
the war without the outbreak of war, the United States wants to escalate 
armament to lead the socialist states to economic ruin. We are opposing 
this by limiting to a minimum and rationalizing expenditures for defense 
purposes and by selectively going to arms using new military technology. 


[Question] The next argument of the NATO countries is that througn the 
possibility of precise aiming of the strike and the limited sphere of it 
the neutron bomb and the Pershing and Cruise missiles help make war more 


numane. 


[Answer] This is propaganda for stupid people. With the launch of a first~ 
generation missile from the territory of the United States a half hour is 
required to overfly Central Europe. The second-generation Cruise and Per- 
shing missiles can reach our cities from Western Europe in about 10 minutes. 
Readiness to destroy them must be at a very high level. With the growing 
threat and possibility of surprise, international tensions grow. There is 

a very great possibility of an accidental outbreak of war. 


A certain Canadian general once served in the position of NATO commana. 

The radar screens showed blips which could be interpreted as invading 
missiles. The instruction told the general to reach full combat readiness 
of the missile system. He did not do this, being guided by sound judgment. 
The radar blips turned out to be a flock of wild geese. The American crew 
of the submarine Natanhale [Nathan Hale?] had been using narcotics, and 
under the influence the sailors played with the submarine's devices, with 
the possibility of incalculable effects. Imagine this hypothetical situa- 
tion: The head of the command post receives a telephone call from the leader 
of the other power, warning him and apologizing for having accidentally set 
off several hundred missiles which will hit the capital of the other side 
in a few minutes. What sort of reaction is this apology going to receive? 


[Question] President Reagan's administration talks about the possibility 
of avoiding a world atomic conflict by replacing it with limited nuc lear 


war. 


[Answer] This hypothesis is a very convenient one for the United States. 
It is planning on limiting the use of nuclear weapons to the territory of 
Europe. In the effort to save its own territory the U.S. is counting on 
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destroying the European part of the USSR and the rest of the socialist 
countries. This way there would be conditions for a showdown with the 
USSR. Somewhat by the way the NATO countries of Europe would be destroyed, 
wnich is why some of them are opposed to limited nuclear war. Soviet Gener- 
al Reznichenko referred to this in his interview with the FRG STERN: "If 
NATO causes a nuclear war in Europe, then it is causing a war in America 


in so doing." 


[Question] Let me go back to the question posed at the beginning of the 
interview. Given the conditions presented, what would World War III be 


like for Poland? 


[Answer] Let me start with the statement that we will accomplish the 
backing of possible combat aggression and the crushing of the aggressor 
under the auspices of the coalition of the member countries of the Warsaw 
Pact. We are a nation located in the political and strategic center of 
Europe, where the interests of many countries and coalitions have come into 
conflict. At the present time Poland plays for the Warsaw Pact the role of 
a staging area for operations in enemy territory, a transit region for the 
armies coming from the interior and those driven back, a support area for 
the armies fighting c1 the front. In this connection the aggressor's op- 
erations in the territory of our country may be very intense and vary in 
form. The coasts are in greatest danger. Aircraft taking off from Den- 
mark and the northern part of the FRG can reach our shoreline within 25 
minutes. If they fly at an altitude of 100 meters above the ground, they 
cannot be detected until 3.5 minutes prior to their reaching their target. 
The operation of equipment detecting foreign aircraft will be jammed radio- 
electronically. We should expect Poland to be invaded by assault- landing 
unconventional warfare forces of the enemy brought from the region of the 
Danish isles and the Schleswig-Holstein area. 


It is highly probably that the aggressor will decide on a nuclear strike, 
in order to gain freeom of action in Polish tertitory. We can expect a 
strike of about 300 missiles. One missile with a power of a megaton, 
according to English General Pollit's views, corresponds to the firepower 
of a million artillery regiments. Comparison portrayal: To overcome tnese 
regiments 10,000 ships would be necessary, and you would need a space the 
area of the Sahara to put it all in. A strike by such a missile in the 
middle of Katowice would destroy everything within a radius of 20 kilometers 
from the heart of the city. A nuclear missile attach combined with the 
installation of nuclear barriers on the Oder, Vistula, and Bug rivers will 
cause the death of a substantial percentage of Poles the first day of the 
war. Most may die from radiation sickness. Look at the map [ previous 
page]. The range of NATO nuclear weapons comes together on the territory 


of Poland. 


[Question] In the book which you wrote together with Col Docent Czeslaw 
Staciwa and Col Docent Stanislaw Zapolski, entitled "Doktryna Wojenna" 


39 





[War Doctrine] we read: "Partly back during the period of the war threat 
Poland can become an area of increased political sabotage, the penetration 
of foreign intelligence services, and the activation of antistate activity 
of inimical internal forces." How do these predictions fit our experience 


of 1980-1981? 


[Answer] They apply. The United States has created a system of 400 bases 
surrounding the Warsaw Pact countries. Iran's anti-American stand, the U.S. 
losing the war in Vietnam, the fact that that country has no military pre- 
sence in Afghanistan, and the normalization of relations between the USSR 
and China mean that the chain of military encirclement of the Soviet Union 
is weakening. In order to get its revenge for these losses, the United 
States has committed itself to snatching Poland from the group of socialist 
countries and thereby laying bare the Western border of the USSR. This 

was probably supposed to be furthered by a reversal in our country, the 
creation of an antisocialist government, its turning to NATO for help. At 
the same time Reagan actually expected the Soviet armies to enter Poland in 
1981. Maybe he counted on them also to remove from Afghanistan the limited 
contingent of Soviet armies in that country at the request of its government, 
so that they could absorb Afghanistan in its influence. 





[Question] From what you have said it follows that Poland needs peace like 
no other country. 


[Answer] Activity on behalf of keeping the peace is a basic direction of 
our defense policy. Back in 1947 we turned to the United Nations with a call 
to do away with atomic weapons. We put forth a plan to create an atomfree 
zone in Central Europe, generally known as the Rapacki Plan. Each year on 
average the socialist countries present three disarmament proposals at the 
United Nations. Unfortunately they are not met with much interest on the 
part of NATO. We know that the fight for peace is a fight for the survival 
of humanity. Secretary General of the CPSU Central Committee Yuri Andropov 
said at the ceremonies commemorating the 60th anniversary of the Soviet 
Union that the USSR did not want nuclear war, that it did not want any war, 
and he made more disarmament proposals. 


In the second article of the Pact on Friendship, Cooperation, and Mutual 
Assistance, which we call the Warsaw Pact, it Says: "The parties to the 
agreement state their readiness to participate in a spirit of genuine coop- 
eration in all international efforts aimed at insuring international peace 
and security and will fully commit their forces to turn these goals into 
reality.” The initiatives put forth at the session of the political ad- 
visory committee in Prague show that this paragraph is not dead. 


[Question] Thank you for the interview. May the deliberations on the 
subject of a World War III or IV always remain pure hypothesis. 
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POLAND 


'NOWE DROGI' EDITOR CHAIRS DISCUSSION ON NEW TRADE UNIONS 


Warsaw NOWE DROGI in Polish No 12, Dec 82 pp 57-73 


[Round-table discussion with Minister Stanislaw Ciosek, Prof Kazimierz Dok- 
tor, Prof Zbigniew Salwa, Kazimierz Miniu, Central Committee member and 

First Secretary of the PZPR Factory Committee at the Lenin Steel Mill; and 
representatives of the editorial office: "Problems and Discussions -- Dis- 
cussion on the Trade Unions," chaired by editor-in-chief Stanislaw Wronski] 


[Text] The rebirth of the trade union movement on the basis of the trade 
union law passed by the Sejm on 8 October of this year is a problem of 
great significance in the contemporary sociopolitical life of Poland. 


The activity of the trade unions in a socialist state has theoretical, 
ideological, and political conditions underlying it. The legal regulations 
after all stem from a specific doctrine based on Marxist-Leninist theory. 
Therefore we have decided it worthwhile to consider as activists and spe- 
cialists certain theoretical and practical aspects of the subject: the 

trade unions in the process of the construction of socialism. We have posed 


the following questions: 


At the present time how are we to understand the Leninist-Marxist concept 
of trade unions and its significance and role in the theory of building 
socialism, in the political system of a people's state, and in socialist 
democracy? 


What is the proper way to interpret the two elements of the Leninist defi- 
nition of trade unions relating to their function as defenders of the work- 
ing class against bureaucratic distortions in the state and their creative, 
educative role as schools of management and administration, sometimes 
called "the school of communism’? 


What is the right way of understanding and implementing the idea of inde- 
pendent, self-governing trade unions under socialism and the idea of shared 
responsibility for production activity, its socialization, and the develop- 


ment of democracy and the state? 
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What sort of distortions have occurred in the history of the trade union 
movement in People's Poland? What sort of implications follow from the new 
version of the trade union movement in our country? 


[Stanislaw Wronski] We are holding this discussion in the year marking 

a century in the history of the Polish labor movement, but I do not think 
we need to discuss at length the experience of this 100 years of history. 
Suffice it to mention the fact that the trade unions represent the oldest 
form of the workers' organizing themselves as a class. At that time the 
working class did not yet recognize its historical mission. Tne movement 
began with the most primitive things, with fighting for the most elementary 
human rights, against tendencies ot the absolute slavery of exploitation and 
slavery-like existence. To defend their interests the workers laid down a 
minimum program. Things had not yet come to a struggle for power. But we 
do not need to go back to that, except in separate deliberations or articles 
referring to the century-old tradition of the Polish labor movement as an 
enlightened movement organized politically and programmatically. On the 
other hand we propose to focus attention on our experience when our state 
underwent basic changes in terms of its system, that is, the whole post- 

war period, with particular attention to the recent years, when distortions 
came into this movement deforming the socialist concept of the trade union 
movement and distortions leading to the crisis which continues today. 


This crisis is related to distortions in the trade union movement units, 
not through the fault of the trade union movement itself, because it was 
commandeered. It is also a question of the experience of the last year 

and some months, when distortions in the direction of anarchy appeared in 
the movement. Prior to August 1980 we were dealing with obedience to com- 
mandeering forces and the trade unions' being dominated by production prob- 
lems at the coSt of other trade-union functions, but later we were dealing 
with a distortion of the functions of the trade unions in the other direc- 
tion, when backs were turned on the matter of national income and production, 
and attention was focused solely on demands and postulates, when some peo- 
ple said that the production side was no affair of the trade unions, that 

it was a state matter, a matter of the management apparatus, that discipline 
had nothing to do with the trade unions either, that concern for meeting 

the demands was the obligation solely of the state apparatus and employers, 
and there was a division into two just about antagonistic sides, we the 
employees and they the workers, inclining the other way. 


The experience of bending one way and later the other makes us consider 
the future of the trade union movement. These issues have been widely 
discussed, and we can say that they were discussed in an atmosphere of 
ideological confusion, of unclear concepts. Now once again we can look to 
see what these things are like in other socialist countries, what they are 
like in capitalist countries, how the trade unions conceive of their role 
there, how they practically carry them out, and how they may be compared 
to the theoretical contribution of Marxism-Leninism. Presently there is 
great emphasis on Lenin's statements and formulations, his generalizations 
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that trade unions are to defend the working class against tendencies to 
bureaucratize the socialist state, against the danger which exists, against 
tendencies which are not appropriate for socialism but are the remnants of 
a nonsocialist system in a socialist state. This is emphasized in press 
articles, in which the authors forget that without so much as a comma Lenin 
goes on to talk about the further creation of the trade unions in a state 
that is building socialism, saying that they should cooperate in the plants 
in the economic area and contribute to the upgrading of labor productivity 
and also in the political area by sharing in governing the state, not only 
the plant. People often forget about this latter half of this same sentence 
of Lenin's about the concept of the trade unions. 


I had hoped that the new trade unions, independent self-governing trade 
unions, created after August 1980, would go on to the matter of production, 
that the workers' notion of realism would incline union leaders to see 

that the unions are not merely a partner and negotiator for higher earnings 
but are also a partner in finding ways to produce better and more cheaply 
and turn out more products to meet the demands. I thought that they would 
be a body which would contribute to reformed administration, participative 
management, upgraded working conditions, the establishment of a better wage 
system, making wages properly dependent on the results of work, because 
these things cannot be done just in the ministry. It is the workers who 
know best. They know how to check to see whether the level of wages corres- 
ponds to labor productivity. I had hoped that the new trade unions would 
help do away with the waste of materials and working time, taking care 

of public property, doing away with the lack of responsibility and simi- 
lar social ills which still occur too often. There was such an opportunity, 
but things did not reach that point. After all, the Leninist concept of 

the trade unions is also tied into their function in socialism, the function 
of joint manager. Now I should like to ask our invited guests if they would 
like to say something and share their ideas with us, because this is a very 


important moment in our life. 


[Zbigniew Salwa] I think that the practical viewpoint is extremely important 
in our discussion, the focusing of attention on the practical aspects of 
trade union activity, but no less important for me is the pursuit of the 
theoretical foundations of this activity along with a better understanding 
of the theoretical assumptions which delineate the directions of this ac- 
tivity, because, as everyone knows, without a good theory, its adoption, 
and a proper understanding of it, good practical application is impossible. 
For this reason I should like to focus my response on three theoretical 
problems which I think are of decisive significance in the correct under- 
Standing of the goals and tasks of the trade unions in our country. First 
of all I should like to point out something which is sometimes forgotten 

in the discussions, the fact that we cannot take an abstract view of the 
goals and purposes of the trade unions, isolating them from the nature 

of the system in which they are operating, with no regard for the place 

and role of the working class in that system. 
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After all, trade unions operating under various socioeconomic systems cannot 
be treated as organizations with identical goals and tasks in each of the 
existing systems and with the same program targets to meet, because depend- 
ing on the socioeconomic conditions in a given system, there is going to 

be a different position and role for the working class in that system, and 
as a result of this the trade unions as an organization of this working 
class will also have a different position and role, with different general 
goals which they set and different concrete tasks following from them. In 
particular, their relationship to production, to cooperating in the imple- 
mentation of the plants' socioeconomic tasks is different. And this is by 
no means a departure from the trade-union movement's principles or a rejec- 
tion of its identity. Just the opposite. It is very justified fidelity to 
these principles. The trade unions always have been and are an organiza- 
tion which represents the interests of employees, especially the interests 
of the working class, but these interests are subject to change, and under 
the conditions of a socialist system they must also be conceived in far 
broader terms and in a more comprehensive manner. The basic function of 
the trade unions, the function of defending employee interest, therefore, 
takes on enriched content, different content, under these conditions. And 
here we find another important problem, the need to be aware of what these 
interests are and how the trade unions are to protect them properly, be- 
cause these interests vary. They are first of all current interests rela- 
ted to meeting immediate vocational, existential, and social needs of the 
employees, as well as ongoing interests in a broader sphere calling for the 
satisfaction of health, educational, and cultural needs of employees and 
their dependents. Alongside current interests no less important to employ- 
ees are their long-range interests, which require that the trade unions 
think in terms of longer perspective and operate in those terms. Along- 
side the private interests there are also group interests both within the 
framework of a single plant and within the framework of various plants and 
whole branches or subbranches, and then finally within the framework of 

the society as a whole, the general social interests. Nor is it difficult 
to notice that within the framework of the same vocational group there 
can be a dichotomy of interests, because the interests of employees as 
producers run one way while that of the employees as consumers can go the 
other way. Hence, in analyzing employee interests, we should realize how 
different they are, take their various aspects into account, and view them 
in a multifaceted, comprehensive way, because there can only be 

real implementation and execution of the unions' function of protecting 
employee interests when they are properly associated and understood, partly 
because there can be certain conflicts between the various interests, and 
it is by no means simple or easy to reconcile and overcome these conflicts. 
As past experience shows, it is also a mistake to focus too much onesided 
attention and effort on implementing long-range general social interests 
while failing to appreciate current needs and interests, deferring them 

to the future, just as it is wrong to see only current interest even those 
conceived in the broad sense, without giving due attention to the long- 
range interests which provide the conditions for the country's further 








socioeconomic development and the better meeting of employees’ needs in 
the future. Therefore, a deeper understanding of employee interests 

and their true representation and defense do not allow trade unions under 
a socialist system to move away from the problems of production or to 
project the view that the administration alone should concern itself with 
the level of production and the labor productivity of the plants, because 
this would only look as though they were concerned with the interests of 
employees. It would be a short-sighted way of defending their interests. 


The capitalist countries’ trade unions operating under different conditions 
also understand this and only make those demands which will not result in 
harm to employee interests in the form of increased unemployment or a rise 


in inflation, for example. 


Finally, a third problem of great importance in the trade unions' activity 
is the question of the contradictions which arise under a socialist system 
and the ways of overcoming them. As the classicists of Marxism have pointed 
out, social development occurs through various sorts of conflicts which 
are either antagonistic and cannot be overcome by any other way than that 
of rooting out their source or are nonantagonistic and can be resolved in 
other ways. It is true that the conflicts appearing under the socialist 
system are not antagonistic, but they are nonetheless conflicts which must 
be noticed, constantly analyzed, and resolved. They are directly related 
tied in with employees' interests and are therefore directly related to the 
activity of the trade unions. In particular these are conflicts between 
the needs of working people and the possibility of meeting them, between 
the sizes of the means allocated for current consumption and those desig- 
nated to carry out long-term goals, between general social interests and 
the interests of various enterprises, various occupations, or certain em- 
ployee groups, and so on. They give rise to certain tensions between the 
bodies of economic administration and power at various levels and the 
workers, and these cannot be overcome without trade union participation. 
This requires that the trade unions have some familiarity with the needs 
and views of working people concerning the extent to which they are satis- 
fied, the sources and causes, the extent of the disparity of the interests 
of various vocational groups and general social interests, the attitude 
towards the conflicts appearing and the formulation of views about the way 
to resolve them. This determines both the internal and external activity 
of the trade unions and defines their role and tasks. At the same time it 
shows their responsibility for the proper resolution of these conflicts. 

I am pointing out this problem, because the failure to appreciate the con- 
flicts appearing in the socialist system in the past has had a negative 
impact both on the functioning of the authoritative bodies and state and 
economic administration and on the activity of the trade unions themselves. 


[Kazimierz Miniur] In considering a contemporary trade union model, we 
cannot avoid looking at the experience which we have gained over the past 
2 years and which has had such a grave impact on the face of the Polish 
trade union movement. The changes made by this movement are unprecedented 
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in the practical aspects of political life during the postwar period. 

They were initiated during the latter half of 1980 througn a joint protest 
by the working class, a protest which was an expression of the disapproval 
of the manifestations of the distortion which had taken place in social, 
economic, and political life during the 1970's. It was also an expression 
of social dissatisfaction directed at the government and party leadership 
of the time for its failure to fulfill the hopes projected for the imple- 
mentation of the anticipated rise in the standard of living. 


On a par with this there was also severe criticism of the trade unions up 
to that time for their failure to represent adequately the interests of 
working people. The cause of this state of affairs should not be blamed 
exclusively on the trade unions, because external conditions were primarily 


responsible. 


These external causes of the softness of the trade union movement consisted 
of the fact that in the country's political system their proper role was 

not duly appreciated. The functions which the trade unions ought to dis- 
charge in the realm of truly representing all employees were actually neglec- 
ted and ignored. The trade unions thereby lost their role as a genuine 
partner of the administration, which demonstrated far-reaching indifference 
to the correct demands made on important occasions by the appropriate trade 


unions. 


Things were no different in this respect at the Lenin Steel Mill Metallur- 
gical Complex. Many important problems which had been bothering the work- 
force for a number of years could not wait any longer. Both ministry offi- 
cials and local administrative bodies to which the demands were addressed 
responded usually laconically that nothing could be done, using so-called 
objective difficulties as an explanation. There was frequent use here of 
the practice of treating the response itself as handling the matter. 


All of this today produces the sad retlection that the demands which were 
previously considered unjustified have for the most part been taken care 
of, following the August events. 


Here we should add the examples where the party organizations violated 
the organizational sovereignty of the various individual trade union com- 
ponent units. The practice of issuing directions to union activist groups 
caused considerable harm, having a great impact and restricting independence 
of action, and thereby constricting the activist group's ties to the rank 
and file trade union membership. 


Given such a situation, the trade union movement to a great extent lost its 
ability to carry out its statutory tasks, becoming powerless vis-a-vis the 
policy of departing from the implementation of the enormous social goals, 
and like other organizations it succumbed to the bureaucratic disease. 
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If we furthermore consider the economic situation which featured a rise in 
the cost of living and the denial of the laws of socioeconomic development, 
along with the officials' failure to appreciate the position of working 
peop.e, then it is not difficult to see the foundations for the existence 
of the crisis, including that in the trade union movement. 


In the course of the discussion in progress concerning the future of the 
trade unions, which have a key role to play in life, we should examine 

the controversial theory of "no conflict" under socialist conditions. The 
presentation of this conviction achieved permanence under the influence of 
the assumption that there is no reason for dickering between a socialist 
owner of the means of production and the workers under the conditions of a 
planned distribution of national income. When confronted with reality, 
this hypothesis does not hold water. It turns out that conflicts can oc- 
cur in socialism, and in this connection it is the task of the trade unions 
to ease the group conflicts and tensions which arise between the working 
class and staté bodies by not permitting a decline in the standard of 
living of working people, by stimulating a rise in production and services, 
and by reducing costs in the manufacturing process. 


The defense of employee interests should represent an important function of 
the trade union movement. Nonetheless the trade unions' representation of 
the interests of working people in our system must not be taken to mean 
irresponsible support for all sorts of demands not justified by these inter- 
ests. In this regard, action should be geared to civic concern for the 
overall good. In this connection, an important condition to the renewal 

of the trade union movement will be the development of those directions and 
forms of action which will permit that movement to present its position on 
all issues of vital significance to working people. 


In giving priority to the function of defending employee interests and 
rights, alongside this and with demonstrated concern for a just distribu- 
tion of national income, the trade unions should cooperate in efforts to 
increase this national income, availing themselves of all possible means 
of releasing the initiative of the workers and making better use of the 
means of production. 


This is the way we see the role of the trade unions at the Lenin Steel 

Mill. In our view they should basically act as partners in cooperation, 
working in concert with other sociopolica] organizations and the administra- 
tion, and participating in organizing a’i chose affairs related to the 

mill employees’ life and work. 


The projected goals of action of the trade union movement should also in- 
clude eliminating waste and poor management, as well as shaping a civic 
attitude toward public property. 
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[Kazimierz Doktor] I am starting off with three statements. The first 
thing is that the theoretical foundations for the trade unions' activity 

and for the relations between the party and the trade unions and conversely 
are very shaky in our country, and there are two reasons for this. The 
thing is that up until now we have not had any conception of a theory based 
on the Marxism of Leninist trade movements. We must Say that in the trade 
unions there has no been too much thinking along the lines of Marxism-Lenin- 
ism for the very reason that no concept has been worked out in line with 


such thinking. 


The second thing is that if we consider how many methodological papers we 
have in Poland on the subject of the trade unions, we will come to the con- 
clusion that they are relatively few in number. Even if Marxists take up 
these subjects, they are tied in with the whole social policy question, 
with an assessment of the political situation in the country. We can say 
that up until now no research has been conducted to answer these questions 
pragmatically with regard to the whole trade union movement. 


The third aspect is of a legal nature. It is related to the old trace un- 
ions, that is, those which existed prior to August 1980. These unions op- 
erated on the basis of the 1949 Sejm law, but for several years lawyers 

have been talking about how new legal solutions were needed concerning the 
basic issues of the trade unions. With these elaborations a great deal of 
criticism came in from outside, mostly aimed in the direction of updating 


the legal norms. 


The next thing is practical and relates to solving the matter of trade 

union membership and also the problem of the great union movement in the 
sense of its massiveness and from the viewpoint of previous party policy. 

As for the trade unions, there is a legal document on the subject, the 
resolution of the Ninth Party Congress. The party regulates its relation- 
ship to the trade union movement in practical terms rather than merely from 
the doctrinal viewpoint. Here the paradox consists of the isolation from 
capitalist experience, although I think that we should utilize certain solu- 
tions which are good for us, because we have such solutions to union prob- 
lems in the West, but these solutions will have to be adapted to our rela- 


tions. 


The questions about the relations which exist between the trade unions and 
the party consist of inculcating old communist principles, but up until 
now we have presented the matter in such a way that the trade unions are 
not supposed to be identified with party membership, only cooperate with 
the party. Everyone knows that the party had a definite attitude toward 
both trade union organizations and to the various branch unions, and here 
I am thinking about the solutioi of these issues at the central level. 

The thing has to do with practical solutions and not doctrinal ones. 
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The trade unions always know whom they are serving, whether it is the govern- 
ment or the party. If we are to use legal doctrinal foundations as a basis, 
the discussion is difficult, but this depends on the government's attitude 
toward the trade unions. 


I would like to bring up two other problems. The first is the problem of 
the trade unions' position in the political system. Little has been said 
on this subject, and everything written on it concerns ideological content. 
This position is difficult to define between two partners, when the state 
is the employer who has certain political relations, when the relations 
between it and the other unions are defined. We can say the most on the 
subject of the position of the trade unions in socialist countries, but 

it is difficult to examine the situation of the trade union movement when 
the power belongs to someone else. There are a number of questions related 
to these relationship that we should answer. 


We are talking about the fact that the trade unions should be independent 

of the state, independent of the administration, but after all the adminis- 
tration conveys the recommendations of the state. The answer to this ques- 
tion is burdensome and difficult, but we should try to find it. In talking 
about these relations we should consider the trade unions as an element 

of the socialist system and only then talk about their relations with regard 
to the units of the state administration. The term independence in onesided. 


[Stanislaw Wronski] In view of this are we to understand you to be calling 
for the trade unions to be independent of the administration but not inde- 


pendent of the state? 


[Kazimierz Doktor] The trade unions are part of that state. The issues of 
independence should be pronounced in particular at the moment conflict 
situations exist, but the trade unions need not necessarily come out against 
the socialist state, because we are living in certain political and legal 
frameworks which are binding on us and hence are also binding on the unions. 
This is an issue which calls for a precise description of the relations 
between the bodies of state power and the trade unions. 


The independence of the trade unions may be permitted in coming out against 
an employer, because the unions represent working people and can be in 
agreement at certain points of the game and not be in agreement at others. 
It would even be strange if the two sides never were in conflict situations. 
Up until 1980 these relations were based on work agreements and usually 
concerned relations between the whole union or its unit and the director of 
a given plant or industrial association. These relations could also apply 
to the central union level, and then they usually were based on the union's 
signing and agreement with a minister who was representing a given ministry. 
Other forms of agreement were also in use, but one party always acted as 

the employer and the other as the employee, one the supplier of jobs and 

the other the supplier of labor. 
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Il think it would be too soon to consider now the differences between a 
socialist employer and an individual worker or between a capitalist employ- 
er and a worker. These relations are always spelled out in a labor con- 
tract, and the trade unions are the representatives of the employees. At 


L- 


any rate, you always need two parties for any sort of contract above the 
plant level. 


The issue of the relationship between the party and the trade unions is a 
separate matter. At the present we have to say that the party must have 

the right to steer all state policy, that it has to right to take a position 
on all units operating in the state, and this includes the union units too. 
This is the way it has to be, unless the party is to exist in name only. 


[Stanislaw Wronski] I would like to come back to you with a question re- 
garding issues which come up a great deal in the papers and on television. 
People say that the trade unions should not become involved in questions 


of policy, in political activity. 


[Kazimierz Doktor] I think this is idiocy. The thing is for the trade 
unions not to become excessively committed to politicking. The doctrine 

of trade unions talks about how they represent a part of the socialist sys- 
tem as social and organizations. We all know that "Solidarity" stepped 

over the line of union activity and became a political organization, but if 
we are talking about the trade unions as a part of the socialist system, 
then they have a politicking right, one which they must not abuse, but if 
somebody representing the interests of the workers is unable to be apoliti- 
cal, this is all the more true if he is dealing with officials in the inter- 


est of the workers. 


And it is here in the discussion that there are questions about the role 
of the trade unions. What sort of functions are they to discharge? Are 
they to represent the interests of the workers and nothing more, or are 
they to require discipline of the workers and that they discharge their 
obligations? We know that we have sometimes talked about how the trade 
unions are representation for the workers, although this is a dangerous 
word. Even if we consult the encyclopedia and are convinced about what 
it says there about trade unions and about their function, we find that 
the encyclopedia clearly talks about how the trade unions are the repre- 
sentation of the workers, that they are to look after their living and 
working conditions and their social interests, that they are to serve the 
workers, that they are to discharge social functions by virtue of this very 
fact and the sense of belonging to a given group. 


Here is another thing: If the trade union movement bands together a host 
of small units, then they can also operate on behalf of their union mem- 
bers and this is why the trade unions have taken up wage increase issues 
too, but this is not the most important thing. The most important issue 
is that of worker representation. It was perhaps not without reason that 





as the result of the trade unions' involvement in various sorts of dis- 
putes people talked about how the trade unions were contentious, but this 

is because of their obligation and self-image of being a vehicle of the 
workers' interests. Here you talk about is the province of the unions, 

but now we should be talking about what their province will be. Up until 
now people have written clearly about this in the various publications, 
saying that the trade unions were supposed to defend the workers' interests. 
(Voice in the room: What does ''defend the workers' interests" mean?) 


This also applies to political decisions, to legal issues, and to the very 
definition of the trade union movement. As everyone knows, the trade unions 
are comanagers of the plant. There has been frequent discussion of the 
notion that the field on which the trade unions defend employee interests 

is very small. It seems to me that in our discussion we should focus not 

so much on how things used to be as on how things are going to be tomorrow. 
I do not know whether the discussion provides for this viewpoint, it is 
true, but I think that we should also keep in mind the technical solutions, 
so that they do not escape the field of our interest. 


[Stanislaw Ciosek] The decisive moment has come in the search for models 

for the trade union movement in Poland, because it is not possible to de- 
fine realistic principles for national understanding without resolving the 
trade union issue. Nor is it possible to normalize social life in Poland 
without resolving the union issue. Unless this problem is solved, it is 

not possible to make a decision about the duration of martial law in Poland. 
As shown by practice and statements in social discussion the trade unions 
are absolutely essential to getting our country out of the crisis, because 
it is only together, with the active participation of the working class and 
working people, that we can effectively undertake concrete joint action 


on this subject. 


Following the August outburst and the solution of Polish affairs through 
understandings with the working class, an opportunity was created in Poland 
for such a structuring of a model of social life that would fit the nature 
of the production relations and the level of manufacturing forces achieved. 
The officials approached this opportunity with good intentions and in good 
faith. Best proof of this are the resolutions of the Ninth Extraordinary 
Party Congress, but let us recall how "Solidarity" reacted to proposals for 
just such a search for a social relations model. Everything was rejected. 
Stubborn protests and complete denial. The trends which held sway in "Soli- 
darity" are well known and have been presented many times. They were a 
departure from the trade union formula in favor of a social movement formu- 
la and essentially that of political opposition. It is sufficient to remem- 
ber Radom, Gdansk, various statements by "Solidarity" leaders, and above 

all the resolutions passed at the "Solidarity" congress. It was a flagrant 
brutal attempt to inflict its will on the state. We also know how it was 

all supposed to wind up, had it not been for 13 December and the introduc- 


tion of martial law in Poland. 





From the first day of martial law, the officials announced resolutely that 
there could be no return to the condition prior to 13 December nor to that 
prior to August 1980. In his first address announcing martial law, Gen 
Wojciech Jaruzelski stated that full activity would be restored to tne 
trade unions if they met certain conditions, if lasting, genuine changes 
which would not threaten the socialist state were made in them. Have 

such changes occurred? Let the views and publically presented statements 
of "Solidarity" officials provide the answer. Now, none of these state- 
ments or declarations, let alone the underground activity known to every- 
one can lead us to the conclusion that "Solidarity" could become a force 
leading to the development of Poland. There were of course statements. 

We could call them moderate, reasonable, but they were lost in the storm 
of shouting and blustering statements calling on the officials to turn the 
clock back to the condition which prevailed prior to 13 December. Whaat 
reached our ears and were reported in numerous underground publications 
were just concepts whose implementation would simply lead to anarchy and 
chaos, to the destruction of the state. "Solidarity" leaders either were 
unable or unwilling to understand those phenomena and tendencies in their 
union that were harmful to Poland. 


The trade union law contains a social and political model of the trade 
union movement. What can we say about this model? Well, we are deciding 
on a great experiment, because in the law we are actually going after the 
experience of August 1980, and in the majesty of the law we say that the 
self-governing trade union movement will be an important element of social- 
ist Poland. Hence, what was the essence of worker demands and the sense 

of the agreements signed in Gdansk, Szczecin, and Jastrzebie is contained 
in the law. Here we should explain the question of independence rignt off. 
We say that the trade unions will be independent of the administration and 
the government, but this does not mean that they will be independent of the 
state, the state as the highest organization of the citizens' collective 
life. They cannot be independent of its system of laws, of tne assumptions 
of its regime, of its legislative authorities. 


The law gives the trade union movement very broad jurisdiction, far greater 
than that prior to 1980 and also greater than that which was the subject of 
negotiations between the trade unions and the commission of the Council of 
State prior to 13 December 1981. This document contains a conception of 
joint decision-making by the trade unions in all important matters concern- 
ing working people. Clearly a trade union movement which shares in deci- 
sion-making cannot avoid also sharing the responsibility to society for the 
workings of its own special joint governments. As you may recall, the 
leaders of "Solidarity" were not anxious at all to assume such joint re- 


sponsibility. 


As I mentioned, the jurisdiction of the trade unions is broad. Including 
the right to strike. Although somebody may say that the right to strike 

clashes with the essence of our system, we decided to maintain this right, 
because this is what the working class wanted. Working people see this as 





important guarantees and an important instrument in realizing their own 
rights. 


There has been talk in the discussion of the contradictions and conflicts 
arising out of the process of building socialism and the methods of over- 
coming them. It is clear that such conflicts and contradictions will occur, 
that is obvious. It is a question of not having them become stratified, 
of not letting them lead to explosions, so that we can build our future in 
a relatively harmonious way. It is therefore essential to work out rules 
for resolving such conflicts. This need is met by the trade unions law. 
Although it does not relate to class conflicts but those concerning labor 
relations out of the complexity of everyday life, despite its nonregime 
nature, there are enough such conflicts that altogether they could cause 
threatening social tensions. We are therefore proposing corrective mechan- 
isms to insure that these conflicts are resolved in a conventional, organ- 
ized manner. Thus, we are retaining the right to strike, and this is why 
we are providing the trade unions with such broad jurisdiction. 


It will be essential to protect the trade unions from possibly getting onto 
the track of opposition political forces, and the regulations of the law 
provide for this protection. There is provision for a broad, simple way 
of action for the unions. The only "no entrance" sign is posted on the 
side streets leading to damage to the state. 


We need in-depth assessments of what has been good and bad in the trade 
unions' activity. I think that the time will come to make such assessments 
without the emotion which is so natural still today. Has everything in 
the activity of the trade unions been evil, bad, and unusable? Surely not. 
This also applies to "Solidarity," but we have to make such a forthright 
analysis. We must write it not ina worshipful position on our knees but 
with coolness and objectivity. The conclusions resulting from such an 
analysis should be very useful in the activity of the future trade unions. 


[Zbigniew Salwa] I would like to go back to what Prof Doktor said about 
the trade unions' relationship to the state, about their independence from 
the state, because this issue should be given more in-depth treatment and 
should be considered in a more comprehensive, multifaceted way, without 
oversimplification. First of all I would like to say that there is no 
country in the world in which the trade unions are not to some extent de- 
pendent on the state, if only by virtue of the fact that the bodies of that 
state draft the laws by which the trade unions must abide in their activity. 
At the same time there is no doubt that the trade unions in their activity 
can take a stand not only against employers but also directly or indirectly 
against the state as an organization protecting certain property relations 
and class interests resulting therefrom. Hence, the problem of the rela- 
tionship to the state is far more deeply rooted and in essence boils down 
to the specific trade unions' relationship to the economic-social regime 
existing in a given country and the state's given policy being carried out 
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on the basis of it. Hence, this relationship's structure depends on how 

the socioeconomic regime operates in a given country and how it accomplishes 
socioeconomic goals, along with the ground underlying ownership relations 
that structure the ideological attitudes for the unions‘ activity, because 
the activity of the trade unions is always based on certain doctrinal as- 
sumptions, which are grounded in the regime in effect. This relation may 

be generally inimical to the socioeconomic regime existing in a given state 
or generally accepting without reservation or with certain reservations. In 
the latter case it is usually a question of introducing some reform or 
another, but the reforms do not disrupt the given state's regime-dictated 
fundamental grounding. These sources also lead to the division of trade 
unions in the capitalist countries into various currents, and these currents 
relationship to the existing state and its socioeconomic policy. The trade 
unions being reborn in our country must also take account of this fact, and 
they should be clear as to the vision of the regime-oriented foundations 

of the state in whose building and strengthening they wish to plav a role, 
because in these matters things cannot and must not remain unspoken. They 
must not bury their head in the sand. 


What I nave said, however, does not imply that in generally supporting the 
socioeconomic system existing in the state the trade unions may not come 
out against specific elements of state policy, such as wage and price policy, 
social policy, and so on, or against certain state administrative bodies' 
action representing tne state and disrupting employee interests as they 
see them, because we cannot draw the conclusion that if the trade unions 
accept the state's socioeconomic regime they must therefore always accept 
the practices of its bodies or the various sorts of aims and decisions the 
bodies prepare. This would be a clear oversimplification if we were to 
accept the old view that every body making various sorts of decisions re- 
garding employee interests always makes correct decisions, just because 

it is a body of the socialist state. Therefore we must say clearly that 
when the trade unions take a stand against the aims or decisions of these 
bodies, we must not autcinatically consider this to be a stand against the 


State. 


{Stanislaw Wronski] Not all decisions made by concrete bodies of the 
socialist state are socialist decisions. 


[Zbigniew Salwa] We certainly are in need of more detailed presentations 
of the various aspects of state activity and this ativity’s relationship to 
the action of the trade unions, but the decisive thing basically is the 
initial division, the general relationship to the economic foundations of 
the state regime, because further problems arise from this. For example, 
sometimes we have to answer the question as to the extent to which the 
state is correctly carrying out the tasks and goals which have been set 


for it. 


But this is only one side of the question. There is also another side, 
which we must note, putting forth the demands and postulates addressed to 
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the state, because the state is the organization which should have a con- 
cern for the whole society, bringing its interests together and meeting the 
needs of various strata. Hence, it has broader goals and tasks, whose 
execution depends on various circumstances and is by no means easy. The 
socialist state must not act merely in the interest of a single class, 

even if that class plays a leading role in the state. It must not satis- 
fy only the demands and needs of that class but must also take into account 
the interests and needs of other classes and social strata. It must look 
after the general national interests, including those of a long-range na- 
ture. As I have already pointed out, various sorts of contradictions come 
into play here. There are also distortions too which cannot be observed 
but which the trade unions must not ignore. Hence, we must differentiate 
the objective conditions which do not allow for the satisfaction of the 
needs point out and the subjective distortions which must be combatted. 

The struggle with these distortions which can occur in various forms is, 

as Lenin said, the workers' protection from their own state, and let us 
add that it lies within that state's interest. 


[Kazimierz Doktor] I would still like to say a couple of words about the 
trade unions, about their transformation. Everybody know what their fate 
was like and what the branch trade unions’ evaluation was like, but we 
also know that this assessment was not always just, which meant that many 
activists became embittered and left, but here we must say clearly that 
these old trade unions departed from Leninist norms. We presently have 
martial law, and we are feeling a little helpless. We do not know what 
the shape of these new trade unions is to be like, although we are saying 
clearly to one another that they are not to be like before August 1980, 
but they are not to be like before December 1981 either, because we are 

in a situation where there is growing criticism of "Solidarity,'' although 
"Solidarity" is still playing a role in public opinion, and this may be 
mainly because it was the organization which put forth the demand for com- 
plete democracy, for turning everything over to the employee self-govern- 
ments. Because the branch trade unions did not put forth such demands, 
they met with criticism, and this is why the issue of the method of trade 
union operation is so important, because their activity surely should not 
consist of shouting but of being courageous, because the self-governments 
should be characterized by courage, inasmuch as only then they can meet 
social expectations and be an assurance of the restoration of the forms of 
social democracy, which can be put into our socialist system. This is 
surely not a boisterous method, and we must approach this concept with some 
distance, if we want to resolve the trade union problems in the course of 
stormy political periods. These various solutions have various virtues and 
defects, and in speaking about monistic solutions, we can talk about re- 
storing the sort of method that would be operating through the workforce's 
trade unions. I think that we can rebuild such action now. In the search 
for new solutions we must always keep in mind the variant possibilities, 
in order to be able to choose, and therefore I am coming out tor alterna- 
tives, and I am also coming out in favor of solutions consisting of mini- 
mizing the political evil. 
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With pluralistic solutions, or monistic ones, the thing is the unification 
of the union movement. With regard to the 1940's and the trade unions' 
activity during this period, we would have to consider the virtues and de- 
fects of that period. I am making a comparison with the 1940's and have in 
mind a period of political struggle, but it is a question of choosing the 
political means for the situation which has come into being as the result 
of the decisions made by the state. 


I think that even today it would be possible to foresee a few things. For 
example, I would see a decline in unionization percentages. This would be 
a form of protest against the authorities as the result of the continuing 
crisis. Here it must be said that our unionization index was too high 
compaed to other countries, and this is one of the foreseeable things. The 
second thing is that there will be a rather long period of adaptation to 
the new laws, the new solutions which will occur in the new situation and 
that these union laws will be created using various sorts of political 
means, which will be utilized by the party even if the trade unions are 

not treated as a body of state power. No in-between is implied by this 
even assuming far-reaching decentralization. We must be aware of these 
various sorts of problems that are implied. 


We are counting on an extension of political underground operations. In 
addition, in their new form the unions will find themselves outside the 
branch system. This will apply in particular to the teachers' union and 

the construction-workers' union. We should turn to those solutions adapted 
to those unions, but this implies anticipating the political consequences. 
Somebody here talked about solutions adopted in agreements signed in Gdansk. 
We must say clearly that this saved us from civil war. At the moment we 
have behind us the experience, the wisdom, which will allow us to foresee 
certain facts, and for this reason we can consider our future. What I have 
said is not a proposal for methodological solutions. I am interested in a 
concept, a very concrete solution with regard to the whole trade-union move- 


ment. 


{Stanislaw Wronski] We talked about both positive and negative experience. 
I would like us to consider the issue of pluralism in the trade unions. 

The matter of the name of the new trade unions is a separate issue, and I 
would like Mr Ciosek to talk about that. This is a question we come across 


at many unionists' meetings. 


[Stanislaw Ciosek] If I were not a people's minister of a workers' govern- 
ment, I would be in favor of pluralism, for there being as many trade unions 
as possible, for the trade union movement to be dispersed and broken down, 
so that it would be easier to steer and manipulate it, but the very essence 
of our system implies that the officials act on behalf of and for the work- 
ing masses. Therefore I come out for a unified, strong union movement. We 
need a strong partner. In our system we need strong social control and 
supervision. Therefore we cannot enter onto a new stage with old rips and 
tears. After all, a weakness of the movement was its dispersion. Although 
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a strong union movement means a special sort of discomfort in exercising 
authority, I am in favor of a strong movement with broad powers, a union 
movement which will guard the real interests of the working masses. 


Why do we want to build a union movement from the ground up? Why are we 
proposing that only plant union organizations be created for the period 
of the next 2 years? Because this is the only way for the people them- 
selves in the plants to decide about the character of their unions and 
not the activists highly placed in the organizational structures, so that 
decisions about working people's affairs are not made behind their backs, 
so that the working people will have a real impact on the structuring of 
their own union. And it is only the structuring of the union movement 
right where the working people are, that is, in the plants, that will 
guarantee us that the union movement is protected from the perversions 
and possible distortions back at the construction stage. 


The system of the trade unions and the self-government is an important 
question which has not yet been fully explained. Last year the Sejm passed 
a law on the employees' self-government in the state enterprises. It gave 
a great deal of jurisdiction to the self-government. Some and even a great 
proportion of these powers coincide with those anticipated for the trade 
unions. In practical action it will be necessary to structure a model 

of relations between the trade unions and the self-government that will 
serve the working force well, but it seems to me that many things still 
remain disputable and unclear. 


Relations between the party and the trade unions are a key issue. The law 
does not intend to regulate it. The trade unions are required to honor the 
constitutional principles of the regime, and this means the party's leader- 
ship role, but the most important thing will be the structuring of the 
practical relations in the plant between the party organization and the 
trade unions. Now I am convinced that the party should be interested in 

a strong, authentic trade union that is independent of the administration, 
one which will be the party's partner in resolving difficult issues regard- 
ing the workforce. I think that a real trade union supported by working 
people will be helpful to the party. The party need not always agree with 
the administration in all concrete matters. It must not always stand with 
the administration. I think that the role of a special sort of mediator 

in concrete matters should be an interesting solution on the question of 
the relationship between the party and the trade union. 


[Zbigniew Salwa] Talking about the past period we must also analyze the 
errors committed and draw conclusions from them for future trade union 
activity. Among other things we must remember that the softening of the 
trade unions’ role and position in our country was a long-ranger process. 
It also concerned various aspects of union activity. This process as a 
result led to a loss of faith in the unions and a deep crisis of trust. 
Now we must build up this trust, and it will not be easy. It will also be 
a sort of process. How the trade unions will develop and what sort of 
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support they will have from the masses will be determined by the facts, 
their practical activity, and the extent to which their words fit their 
deeds, because one of the reasons behind the crisis of faith was the grow- 
ing gap between words and deeds. If we were to take in our hands the 
various sorts of resolutions of the union congresses and conventions prior 
to 1980 we could see that basically most of them contain correct ideas and 
formulations, and we could not find much to criticize in what they say. 

On the other hand, the practice, the actual implementation, was quite dif- 
ferent. This gradually led people to distrust the words and declarations, 
building up to a crisis of faith, which cannot be overturned in a short 
time. This is why I think that the trade unions which are being reconstruc- 
ted must patiently gain their support and moral authority among the workers, 
taking one step at a time with their concrete work, with their genuine con- 
cern for the interests of employees, and with their skill in listening to 
the workforce, but also in shaping their views and attitudes. 


[Stanislaw Wronski] A very careful analysis should be made of what was 
good and bad in union activity. Surely in pre-August activity it is worth 
emphasizing the social activity, the achievements in this area, and the 
activity in the realm of popularizing culture. The trade unions helped to 
develop the amateur artistic movement. They financed the operation of the 
houses of culture. Not everything was bad in the relations between the 
party and the trade unions. We should make a balance-sheet of the whole 
36 years of activity to be able to get at what was good. 


[Kazimierz Miniur] In our further deliberations on the program assumptions 
of the trade unions in the political system of a people's state we should 
look at their integrating and upbringing role. The goals which highlight 
the socialist economy and the prospects for its development should be the 
olatform of action in this area uniting the efforts of all working people, 
regardless of the views and attitudes they represent. 


An important feature of the contemporary trade unions should also be their 
independence, understood as the right to self-determination and their own 
decision-making concerning the implementation of statutory goals, but this 
independence must not be unlimited. It cannot exist in isolation from the 
real economic-political and international conditions. 


The trade unions' general line of action can only follow from the regime 
assumptions and the leading role of the party as a constitutional principle. 


The union movement's recognition of the party's leadership role must not 
be an alternative. It should be reasoned partnership cooperation on be- 


half of the implementation of joint goals. 


[ Stansislaw Wronski] The new unions will come into being in a certain 
atmosphere of understandable reserve on the part of many working people, 
and there will be some attempts on the part of our adversaries to set up 

boycotts. Therefore, we must operate calmly and deliberately, avoiding 
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haste and overzealousness. Only good practical action will provide the 
Strongest arguments to convince the unconvinced. The authenticity and 
believability of the new unions will depend on how they being to operate 
and on how the people playing "first violin" act. 


[Zbigniew Salwa] These must be people who enjoy the trust of their commu- 
nities and groups, of their peers at work, because the trade unions will 

for the most part not be able to do anything, unless within their ranks and 
among their officials they have people in whom others will have confidence. 


I think that in the trade unions being reborn we will find a considerable 
percentage of new activists with not only good intentions but also exper- 
ience and the ability to act. Those coming up from the bottom will have an 
extremely high trump, the support and trust of their fellow workers, and 
this is no small thing. The problem is for them to be able to nurse this 
trust along, so that they do not become isolated from the people who elect 
them, for them to feel in their bones the tremendous responsibilities they 
bear because of the functions they discharge. 


We have to say that the period of 16 months during which "Solidarity" was 
in operation was not a uniform period. We had a situation that was con- 
stantly changing. The working people's reasonable protest against the dis- 
tortions of the ideas of socialism giving rise to the movement for renewal 
and leading to the creation of "Solidarity" soon started being directed 
against socialism. Then within its ranks there was growing activity on 

the part of people opposed to socialism, irresponsible extremists with 

more and more influence on both central officials and regional leaderships. 
They thrust on "Solidarity" units certain slogans and directions of action. 
They called for strikes and strike preparedness without asking the workers 
for their opinion. The results of such action, the deepening economic chaos 
and galloping inflation, were felt be everyone through his own skin. For 
this reason in talking about elections to the union organizations coming 
into being, we should trust in the wisdom of the workers, feed the convic- 
tion that after their experience they will not want to elect their union 
officials from among people who are irresponsible and hold extreme atti- 
tudes but will entrust their mandate of confidence to those people who will 
truly act in their interest. 


[Stanislaw Wronski] Practice will check out that concept. Thank you for 
your statements. 
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YUGOSLAVIA 


PRISTINA COMMITTEE ASSESSES SITUATION 
LD052042 Belgrade TANJUG Domestic Service in Serbo-Croatian 1148 GMT 5 Feb 83 


[Text] Pristina, 5 Feb (TANJUG)--The political-security situation in the 
Pristina Municipality is, thanks to the involvement of the League of Communists 
and other organized socialist forces, quite good and is constantly becoming 


more stable. 


This assessment was expressed by Nebi Gasi, president of the Pristina League 
of Communists municipal committee, at today's meeting of the committee at 
which Kolj Siroka, president of the presidency of the Socialist Autonomous 
Province of Kosovo, was also present. 


Nebi Gasi supported this evaluation with a series of facts and details which 
learly indicate an improvement in the overall situation and a recovery of the 
shaken intranational confidence, the increasingly successful uncovering and 
condemnation of nationalistic irridentist activities and the increasingly wide 
ideopolitical differentiation in all environments and at the university. 


Gasi also stated that in the Pristina Municipality illegal hostile activity from 
the positions of Albanian nationalism and irredentism is still present in the 
form of writing of slogans, distribution of leaflets of a hostile nature and in 
other ways. This, he said, shows, among other things, that some basic party 
organizations and communists are not sufficiently alert, are not equipped to 
successfully oppose the enemy, are not sufficiently bold and behave in an 
opportunistic and unstable manner. 


Gasi warned that two hostile tendencies are felt in the municipality. The 
exponents of the first are Albanian nationalists, who have already been the subject 
of discussion of the League of Communists and who are now regrouping and opposing 
the policy of the LCY and attempting through the public information media to 
criticize everything and "prove" the supposed threat to Albanians in Yugoslavia. 
The second tendency is present among Serbian and Montenegrin nationalists and is 
manifest in the lamenting of the Serbian people and the spreading of various lies. 
They too speak in a quasicritical and ill-intentioned manner about the activity of 
the League of Communists, but they themselves do not join the struggle for the 
stabilization of the situation. The aim of both, Gasi said, is in the breakup 

of togetherness and the introduction of intranational hatred. 
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It was concluded at the meeting that the League of Communists must energetically 
oppose all these and similar tendencies and activities. A particular struggle 
must be waged for the strengthening of togetherness and the consolidation of 
intranational confidence, which will, among other things, contribute to halting 
the process of emigration of Serbs and Montenegrins which is still evident in 
this municipality. It was stated, in fact, that emigration is waning, but what 
is worrying is the departure of people of authority. 


Here, it was demanded that ideological differentiation continue in the basic 
organizations of the League of Communists and that the struggle against enemies 

of all colors and all forms of nationalistic pressures and actions be intensified. 
This will contribute to the strengthening of confidence, brotherhood and unity 

and to the togetherness of all inhabitants of the municipality. 
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"'VJESNIK' ATTACKS 'ANTICOMMUNIST' WRITINGS 
AUO21022 Zagreb VJESNIK in Serbo-Croatian 26 Jan 83 p 3 
[Article by Pero Pletikosa: "Politicking Under the Mask of Science"] 


[Summary] "There is a clique in our countrv that has been pushing itself onto 
the public scene for years, persistently atcempting to take over public debates, 
space in newspapers and journals and key pcsitions in publishing work organiza- 
tions. These people do not make a single creative contribution to the building 
of our society and relations in it except ‘an unsparing criticism of everything 
that exists,' which is based on the negation of the revolutionary nature of our 
society and above all on challenging the league of communists, its revolutionary 
ideological and action practices. At the same time, they are the inevitable 
signatories of almost all the petitions and open letters to the public with 
which they have been trying for years--with varying degrees of intensity--with 
the same persistence and contrived arguments, to convey to the world public 

that the nature of our society, as well as of socialism in general is undemocratic. 


‘Sow This Is Possible" 


"The premises are so well known that there would be no special need to write 
about them were the activities and the aggressiveness of their authors not 
increasing just now and had various alliances not been made on a pronouncedly 
anticommunist and antisocialist basis. The fact that the authors invoke 
socialism and democracy is only a mask with which they unsuccessfully try to 
cover up the essence and their real aims. The increased aggressiveness is 
certainly also conditioned by our present social difficulties which indeed are 
not small, but the assertions heard recently are neither new nor original.” 


[It is no surprise that the same theses appear in different places. "Of course, 
an organized link need not always exist, but rather spiritual links through 
which apparently different and even opposing ideological and political positions 
may be a basis for organizational links." 


Articles in some journals have recently been criticized, and their premises must 
be unmasked. The question must be asked how it is possible that a journal 
Financed with social funds attacks the system and the League of Communists, 

or that a journal publishes a discussion about the ideology of socialism which 


is entirely negative. 
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The discussion was published in the journal THEORIA, issue 3-4 of 1952. A 
subhead, provided by the editors, says: "Expropriating private property, the 
political revolution has also expropriated political freedom." "The bourgeois 
origin of this thesis can easily be recognized." It is beneath "the most 
primitive anticommunist propaganda of the period between the wars." 


It is asserted in the discussion in the journal that the Bolshevik tradition 
presents the party as a monolith, and the LCY has kept to this Bolshevik tradi- 
tion "Only someone whe does not want to see, who is malevolent and whose 
intentions are not pure” can allege this of the LCY which has waged the vSattle 
against dogmatism. 


The following quotation shows best how far these people go: "Despite the difficult 
trials and significant resistance, the Yugoslav leadership has never jeopardized 
the Bolshevik organizational structure and the spiritual makeup of the communist 
party, inherited fromBolshevism despite the change of name from the Communist 

Party of Yugoslavia to the LCY. On the other hand, it has never critical’ 
reexamined the Comintern policy on the nationai problem in Yugoslavia, but on 

the contrary implemented this policy in the existing political system with some 
inessential modifications." 


There is no need to explain that the author of this quotation considers Bolshevism 
and Cominterm to be synonymous with Stalinism, and Lenin the spiritual father o 
Stalin. This is sufficient to show his "cardinal stupidity."’ To negate tl 

‘ss in solving the national problem "is by implication a nationalist thesis, 
se it negates the equality of peoples and nationalities. 
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fhe scientific foundation of such theses is "miserable,’ and it is too transparent 
to hide the real aims. "After all, the part of the discussion which (devoid of 
any logic of scientific dialogue which in one way or another tries to show its 
true nacure) refers to Praksis and the failed attempt to launch the magazine 
JAVNOST, regarding which the authentic socialist and self-managing public, in a 
democratic assessment, indubitably stated whv it does not want them, shows best 
the politicking, intrigue and destructive intentions of the authors. 


The basic message of the discussion is that the Yugoslav socialist revolution is 
a simple counterrevolution, but the position of those who make such an assessment 
only shows that the Yugoslav revolution is authentic and consistent. "Therefore, 
these theses need ncc be disputed and denied in polemics. They should only de 
identified and unmasked. They are best and most efficiently denied by revolu- 
tionary actions, the socialist self-management with all its successes, gains 

and searching, and the League of Communists actions therein." 
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"BORBA' DISCUSSES 'TRIALS' OF NONALIGNED MOVEMENT 
AUOQ31250 Belgrade BORBA in Serbo-Croatian 1 Feb 83 p 2 
[Commentary by Zoran Mandzuka: "Responsibility of Nonaligned Countries"] 


[Excerpts] The announcement by the Indian Government, which will host the coming 
summit meeting of nonaligned countries, that the work on drafting the summit's 
final document, including two equally long declarations on the political and 
economic problems and conditions in the world, has been completed is important 
in several ways both for its external aspects and, even more, for its substanti. 


at 


aspects. 


The first, external, aspects show that, despite the pressure put on it as a 
result of the change in the summit's location, India has succeeded in preparing 
the dratt document in time, thereby making it possible for the nonaligned 
countries through comprehensive consultations and proposals to achieve what thev 
nersistently and constantly strive for, their unity of decision and their unity 
in action. 

It can be said even without reviewing the draft final document in detail that the 
second aspect of the fact that the draft has been completed, the aspect of sub- 
stance, shows that the nonaligned countries, that is, a conspicuous majority 

of them, are aware of their twofold responsibility. 


In this connection it is clear that the trials of the movement are multiple in 
nature. Thev result first of all from the contemporary state of international 
relations characterized by increased confrontations between the superpowers 

and rivalries between the blocs, whose negative effects are most unpleasantly 
felt precisely by the nonaligned countries. These trials also result from the 
lack of progress in the recoverv of a gravely ill world economy, for which it 

is again the nonaligned countries that pay a heavy price. These trials, combined 
and thereby intensified, are further exacerbated by the constant and incessant 
efforts of diverse external factors to exploit and orient--always in an unfavor- 
able way for the movement--the heterogenous inherited or imposed disagreements 


. 


that continue between the individual nonaligned countries. 


It would be coo simplified and politically quite shortsighted to look for the 
source of the trials of the nonaligned countries onlv or even predominantly 

in the contest between the superpowers and the rivalry between the blocs. It 

is clear and the majority of nonaligned countries are aware that the unfavorable 
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consequences of the situation directly slowing down and diminishing the move- 
ment's action capability and, at times, even its credibility are felt within 
the nonaligned movement. 


wnat is involved in this connection are primarily--listed in a sequence that is 
not necessarily precise--the armed conflicts between nonaligned countries (the 
lranian-Iraqi war is undoubtedly the most dramatic example of these conflicts), 
the diversity in approaches to some other hotbeds (for instance, Kampuchea and 
the Middle East) and the attempts to reorient and turn the movement more toward 
one or another nonaligned country, attempts that at times are expressed strongly 
and at other times more quietly but which are always unfavorable. And what is 
also involved in this connection--and certainly not least or least of all--are 
the indications of an insufficient and, at times, even extremelv modest 
economic cooperation among nonaligned countries. Furthermore, there are also 
indications of an absence of greater mutual understanding for the problems and 
possibilities of others or indications of an absence of any readiness, within 
the global framework, to do something more productive than merely insist, not 
very realistically, on results from the North-South dialogue.... 
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BRIEFS 


"BORBA' EDITORIAL COLLEGIUM--Belgrade, 17 Jan--At their last session, the 
Workers’ Council of the BORBA basic organization of associated labor appointed 
the paper's new editorial collegium at the proposal of Zdravko Colic, BORBA's 
chief and responsible editor. Nedeljko Rapic is appointed deputy chief and 
responsible editor and Miodrag Bogdanovic assistant chief and responsible 
editor, Pravdoljub Radovanovic is a duty desk editor and Slobodan Stanic 

his deputy. Ivan Torov is internal political editor. Dusan Karan is appointed 
features page editor and Borivoje Karaulic correspondents services editor. 

All new editors have been BORBA journalists for a long time. Members of the 
new editorial collegium are also Branko Jovanovic, Dusan Cukic and Jovan Jaukovic, 
together with the old members--Bogdan Decermic, Milomir Kragovic, Bogdan Mrvos, 
Vladimir Stankovic and Dimitrije Stojanovic--and the editors of BORBA's 
republican and provincial editorial boards: Pane Skrbic, Dragan Nikolic, 

Jovan Pjevic, Dusan Drazic, Rajko Vujatovic, Slavko Vukasinovic, Slobodan 
Stanojevic and Murteza Daci. [Text] [AU201244 Belgrade BORBA in Serbo-Croatian 
18 Jan 83 p 6] 


"BORBA' CARTOON--Belgrade BORBA in Serbo-Croatian on 26 Jan 83 on page 2 carries 
a cartoon by P. Koraksic which features a grim-faced Milka Paninc, president 

of the Federal Executive Council, holding a piggy bank upside down and poking 
into it with a knife to extract coins. There is no caption. [AU292126 Editorial 
Report | 
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